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I ELY AIR FRANCE AND WIN 
A FREE AIR TICKET ALONG 
WITH ACCOMODATION AT 
THE MEHDIEN HOTEL / PARIS. 

WITH AIR FRANCE, YOU'RE ALWAYS A WINNER. 


For more information: 
call 666055 
or your travel agent. 
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AMMAN THURSDAY-FEUDAY, MARCH 4-5, 1993, RAMADAN 11-12, 1413 


Price: Jordan 100 ffls; Saudi Arabia 1,50 riyals; UAE 1.50 di 


King hosts Ittar 

AMMAN (Petra) _ „ is ^ 
Kmg Hussem Wednesday hosted 
an Iftar in honour of the Jeru- 
salem Construction Committee 
rtemoere, the mufti of Jcrusatlcni 
members of the Islamic Ifta and 

Awqaf councils, Islamic judges in 

^Jordan and the occupied West 
Bank and Christian clergymen 



i 


Hassan, His Royal Highness 
prince Faisal, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s private Chamberlain 
Prince Ali, Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Izzeddin A1 
IChatib A1 Tamimi and Chief 
Islamic Justice Noah Salman. Af- 
ter the Iftar, Mufti of Jerusalem 
Suleiman A1 Jaabari and Presi- 
dent of Al Azhar University in 
Gaza Mohammad Awwad deli- 
vered speeches in which they 
:oongratulated the King on the 
■occasion of the start of die Holy 
Month of Ramadan. The two 
lauded King Hussein's stands on 
various Arab issues and com- 
mended his leadership. 

tkflled in 
S. Lebanon 

aw 

MARJ AYOUN (AP) — A squad 
guerrillas clashed with militia- 
aficn of the Israeli-affiliated South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) Wednes- 
day inside the enclave Israel 
occupies in South Lebanon. 
Security sources said one infiltra- 
tor was killed. The sources said 
t£e 15-minute, midday clash took 
p lac e between the villages of 
Airamta and Rihan, 12 kilometres 
north of Marjayoun, provincial 
capital of Israel's self-styled 
■‘security zone.” The sources said 
tin infiltrators escaped in the 
direction of lqlim AI Tuffah. a 
resistance stronghold that fades 
Rihan and Aramta. 

Qatari leader sends 
greetings to Saddam 

BAGHDAD (R) — Qatari heir 
apparent and Defence Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani sent Ramadan greetings to 
|nqi President Saddam Hussein, 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported Wednesday. INA said 
the congratulatory telegram 
marking the start of the Holy 
Month was sent in response to an 
earlier message sent to Sheikh 
Hamad by President Saddam. 
"Reciprocate best wishes on this 
holy occasion, pleading Almighty 
for a happy and prosperous re- 
turn for you and the Iraqi peo- 
ple," Sbeikh Hamad said in his 
telegram. President Saddam also 
exchanged congratulatory tele- 
grams with the leaders of Oman. 

Developer of oral 
polio vaccine dies 


■ jfc WASHINGTON (AP) — Polish 
l ‘ born medical pioneer Albert 
~ Sabin, who developed the oral 
vaccine that helped end the 
frightening threat of polio, died 
Wednesday. He was 86. He died 
at Georgetown University Medic- 
aC Centre of congestive heart 
htilure, said his daughter Amy 
Horne. Mr. Sabin has been 
admitted to the hospital on Feb. 
22' after suffering heart failure, 
said spokeswoman Jody Klein. 
The oral vaccine that Mr. Sabin 
developed, along with an inject- 
able type found earlier by Dr. 
Jonas Salk, helped eliminate the 
paralysing disease. Mr. Sabin 
tested his vaccine on himself and 
prison volunteers before it gained 

w{de acceptance. 

■ * 

^Defence lawyers 
quit Algiers trial 

ALGIERS (R) — Defence 
la^vyers in Algiers walked out of a 
special court trial of two fun- 
damentalists Wednesday because 
tt^vas held behind closed doors, 
attorney said. The trial of 
&bdul Kader Boukchem and 
Mohammad Abdul Majid was the 
6ht by a special tribunal in 
Alices armed with tough pow- 
Eft, including the death penalty. 
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Israeli guard stabbed in 

Jerusalem amid debate 
on future of Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
A Palestinian woman stabbed an 
Israeli security guard in Jeru- 
salem's walled Old City Wednes- 
day, puncturing his lung in the 
thud attack targetting individual 
Israelis in three days. 

The attack came amid a re- 
newed debate over Israel’s 
occupation of the crowded, im- 
poverished Gaza Strip after three 
Israelis were killed by Gazans in 
the past two days. 

Workers from Gaza were 
blocked from entering Israel for a 
second day after a 19-year-old 
Palestinian from the strip killed 
two Israelis and wounded nine 
Monday in Tel Aviv. On Tues- 
day, an Israeli who ventured into 
Gaza was shot to death. 

The army clamped a curfew 
Wednesday on the Rafeh refugee 
camp where the Israeli was killed 
Tuesday — and Israeli Radio said 
some 100 Palestinians were de- 
tained for questioning. 

Police said the guard, wounded 
in Wednesday's stabbing, whose 
condition was described by doc- 
tors as fair, worked for a semi- 
nary founded by Messianic Jews 


asserting a right to settle in all of 
the Holy City. 

The woman, aged 35 and from 
nearby Ramallah in the occupied 
West Bank, was captured by a 
second guard, they added. 

Arab-Israeti bloodshed has 
surged since Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin expelled to Lebanon 
415 Palestinians in December. 
Jews have killed 52 Arabs and 
Arabs have killed seven IsraeGs 
— including the three since Mon- 
day. 

The wounded guard works for 
Ateret Cohan hn seminary m 
Jerusalem’s Muslim quarter. 

Hadassah Hospital said he was 
in fair condition, his hing punc- 
tured by the stabbing in his back. 

Palestinians view the semi- 
nary's presence in the Muslim 
quarter as a provocation. 

Police said die guards were 
escorting a Jewish woman and 
her two daughters who live in the 
adjacent Jewish quarter. 

Jewish settlers demanded Mr. 
Rabin expel more Palestinians in 
response to the killing of Israelis. 
He expelled alleged members of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad after 
die killing of six soldiers in De- 


cember. 

The expulsions stalled 16- 
montb-old U.S.-brokered Middle 
East peace talks. A senior Jorda- 
nian official said Tuesday that 
Arabs would meet this week in 
Syria to discuss the expellees and 
the talks. 

Police said Wednesday they 
now suspect a Jewish extremist 
may have killed a 74-year-old 
Palestinian Tuesday since there 
was no evidence to support initial 
reports a motorist fired on the 
man in response to being stoned. 

While violence has increased as 
well recently the occupied West 
Bank the debate Wednesday cen- 
tred on the narrow strip along the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The question of what to do 
with Gaza — home to about 
800,000 Palestinians — was raised 
by the media as well as members 
of parliament and cabinet. 

The daily Yedioth Ahronoth 
entitled an editorial "Gaza, until 
when?” and questioned when 
Mr. Rabin would address his 
campaign pledge “to get Gaza off 
the streets of Tel Aviv.” 

The daily Al Hamisbmar said 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians sceptical oyer American 
pledge of ‘active’ role in peace t alks 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The American dec- 
laration made by Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher during 
his recent tour to the region that 
the U.S. would be an active 
partner in the Middle East peace 
negotiations took the Palestinians 
by surprise. 

The Arab parties to the nego- 
tiations and tiie Palestinians had 
demanded American interven- 
tion on several occasions during 
the past 16 months of talks, hop- 
ing that tiie U.S. could influence 
Israel to budge on substantive 
issues, and thus achieve progress 
in the otherwise stalled negotia- 
tions, particularly on the Palesti- 
nian track. But former President 
George Bush's administration in- 
sisted on non-interference in the 


talks, but ensured that the talks 
contirfued. 

Mr. Christopher's declaration 
the U.S. would be taking an 
active part in the talks came as a 
surprise to the Palestinians, espe- 
cially at a time when the talks 
were in suspension over Israel's 
Dec. 17 expulsion to southern 
Lebanon of more than. 400 
Palestinians. 

The failure of the Security 
Council to ensure Israel's com- 
pliance with Resolution 799 — 
calling on Israel to immediately 
repatriate all the expellees — 
following a U.S. -brokered Israeli 
offer to take back only 101 of the 
evictees and the rest before the 
end of the year bad placed fears 
within the Palestinian leadership 
on whether this American parti- 
cipation m the talks would indeed 
be positive. The U.S. had insisted 


that Israel's offer was ‘in line 
with 799,” leading the Security 
Council to welcome tiie offer as a 
“step in the right direction.” 

Already pressured by the U.S., 
■the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) and the peace 
delegates now fear this pressure 
could increase if the U.S.’s active 
participation meant dealing with 
the basis of the talks — resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 — in the same 
way Washington dealt with 799. 

“The implications of the U.S.'s 
handling of Resolution 799 has 
placed a dark shadow on 242 and 
338,” said Tayseer Arouri, an 
advisor to tiie Palestinian peace 
negotiators. 

Mr. Arouri warned that if the 
American participation in the 
peace talks was along the lines of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Somalis 

declare 
weaponry , 
manpower 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Somalia's warring factions have 
declared their weaponry and per- 
sonnel to a joint U.S.-U.N. ceas- 
efire committee but it will prob- 
ably take much longer than origi- 
nally planned to disarm them. 

The 15 factions were complying 
with a Tuesday deadline given a 
month ago by Lieutenant- 
General Robert Johnston, com- 
mander of U.S. forces in the 
country. 

“They have all presented the 
information on heavy weapons 
and personnel. But the indica- 
tions are that it is not 100 per cent 

satisfactory,*’ U.N. spokesman 
Farouk Mawlawi said. 

The factions have declared 
mortars, bazookas, rocket laun- 
chers and heavy machineguns. 
many of them mounted on what 
the Somalis call “technicals,” or 
pickup trucks used as battiewa- 
gons until U.S.-led forces landed 
in December. 

Mr. Mawlawi told reporters the 
ceasefire committee had named 
12 “cantonment” sites where the 
militias will deposit their heavy 
weapons, but there were problems 
with separate “transition areas” 
where the militiamen are meant 
to assemble. 

The staff of the multinational 
task force could not find many of 
the sites proposed by the militias 
on their maps. “Maps have now 
been given to them and after the 

(Cootaaned ou page 5) 

Women (I ff— reconstruction 
role, page 2 


Rabbani, Hekmatyar 
reach peace accord 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Afghanistan’s president 


Wednesday to share power with 
bis main adversary in a bid to end 
months of brutal factional fight- 
ing that has left modi of the 
capital in ruins. 

According to a draft peace 
accord that must still be ratified 
by other rebel leaders, B urfia- 
nuddin Rabbani will remain as 
president for the next 10 months, 
while his fundamentalist adver- 
sary, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, will 
become prime minister, said pres- 
idential spokesman Mohammad 
Aziz Morad. 

“Ail sides have shown flexibil- 
ity,” Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif said after shuttling 
between Mr. Rabbani and Mr. 
Hekmatyar. “Hopefully the war 
and fighting in Afghanistan will 

end very soon.” 

The agreement still must be 
ratified by leaders of all nine 
groups that ousted the Soviet- 
backed communists last April af- 
ter a 14-year civil war. 

“Engineer Hekmatyar is ready 
to take up the post of prime 
minster and if there are no objec- 
tions by the other groups we see . 
no difficulty to that effect, 1 * Mr. 
Morad said. 

A few small differences re- 
mained, he said. 

Mr. Rabbani was insisting on 
recognition of the assembly of 
nationwide delegates that last 
December elected him as presir 
dent for the next two years but- 
conceded to Mr. Hekmatyar's de- 
mand for general elections before 
Ids term expired, he said. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has accused 
Mr. Rabbani of rigging his elec- 
tion and subjected Kabul to a 
fierce rocket and artillery bom- 
bardment to bade his demand 


that Mr. Rabbani step down to 
make way for an interim govern- 
ment. 

“We can't refute the possibility 
that the government of Afghanis- 
tan will demonstrate flexibility in 
favour of peace and stability,'' 
Mr. Morad said, hinting that Mr. 
Rabbani may agree to step down 
earlier. ' 

He insisted the sincerity of the 
negotiators coupled with Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s failure to take pow- 
er by force would guarantee the 
success of this latest in a string of 
Afghan peace formulas. 

Deputy leader of tiie Hezb-e- 
Islami, Qazi Amin Waqad, said 
the party hoped for full success 
but declined to give details. 

“There has been some progress 
and we are hopeful that we will 
reach an agreement,” be said. 
“The basic issue is the formation 
of an interim government accept- 
able to all sides." 

President Rabbani shook 
hands with Mr. Hekmatyar, chief 
of the hardline dissident Hezb-e- 
Islami party, at the prime minis- 
ter's bouse m Islamabad before 
sitting down to discuss the Pakis- 
tani-proposed peace formula. 

“The level of sincerity for the 
understanding reached gives 
assurance that whatever was de- 
cided will be implemented,” 
spokesman Morad said. 

The fundamentalist leaders 
were brought together by Mr. 
Sharif to try to negotiate an end 
to months of bitter fighting in 
Kabul that has killed and injured 
thousands. 

Mr. Hekmatyar has previously 
refused to meet Mr. Rabbani in 
his capacity as president but only 
as leader of his Jamiat-e-Islami 
party; and the two had not met 
since last September. 
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Palestinian youths throw stones at Israeli soldiers In Khan Yunis In the occupied Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 


Voters will elect candidates who can serve 
them better in next polls — opinion survey 

‘Voter turnout will be double that of 1 989 and political/religious 
Ideologies and tribal links will be down the list for the electorate’ 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians will vote for candidates seen capable of 
serving them better in terms of -providing services rather than 
raising promising ideological slogans in the Kingdom's next 
parliamentary elections, an opinion poll says. 

The poll, conducted by the Centre for Strategic Studies at the 
University of Jordan in January, also found that voter turnout 
would be almost double that of the last elections held in November 
1989. 

The survey, covering 1,197 voters from all over the Kingdom, 
found that the level of politicisation of the Jordanian electorate is 
very low, and that voters give priority to social and economic needs 
over all other considerations, be they religious beliefs or tribal/ 
family links, according to sources close to the study. 

The results of the survey, described by the sources as “widely 
representative” of the electorate, have not been released for public 
information in a marked contrast from other institutions which 
rushed therr findings to the media leading to what many analysts 
describe as confusion among the readers. 


According to analysts and University of Jordan students who 
took part in the poll, the findings represent what one of them called 
“a goldmine for analysts, political observers and researchers on 
Jordanian/ politics.” 

The poll was conducted by about 50 University of Jordan 
students trained and supervised by faculty staff daring the third and 
fourth weeks of January. Field trips covered far-flung villages near 
Jordan’s borders with Syria and Iraq as well as most other regions. 

The target audience of the 68-point questionnaire was evenly 
split between randomly chosen males and females, and the margin 
of error was said to be five per cent. 

The- Centre for Strategic Studies confirmed that the survey was 
conducted, but declined to reveal any details of its findings, saying 
it was continuing to process the collected data. 

Dr. Fawzi Gharaybeh, president of the University of Jordan, 
said the centre, which was helped by the Department of Statistics in 
the survey, did not have any “political motivations or objectives’’ ' in 
conducting the poll or taking its own time in releasing its 
observations. 

“It needs a scientific approach and analysis,” he said. “We are 

(Conlhwfd on page 5 ) 


U.N. team 
to visit 
‘new sites’ 
in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
team of U.N. nuclear experts 
arrived Wednesday to check on 
reports that Iraq may still have an 
underground plutonium reactor. 

Iraq denies it is carrying out 
any covert atomic activities, but 
die team of 24 weapons experts, 
armed with latest intelligence 
tips, plan to visit as many as 24 
sites across the country during its 
week-long mission, team leader 
Dimitri Perricos said. 

“We are going to look for 
everything," including reactors, 
uranium-enrichment equipment 
and procurement data, Mr. Perri- 
cos, a Greek, told reporters. His 
team has experts from 13 coun- 
tries, includes three Americans. 

“There is information that they 
may have something connected 
with nudear,” Mr. Perricos said. 

“We have to go and take a look 
to see if the information is cor- 
rect, the information is semi- 
correct or completely or partially. 

wrong,” Mr. Perricos told repor- 
ters after his team flew into Iraq 
from Bahrain, the regional head- 
quarters of the U.N.'s special 
commission, which is mandated 
to seek and destroy Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction or 
its capability of producing them. 

Mr. Perricos would not identify 
the new sites or say why the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), charged by the 1 
Security Council to neutralise 
Iraq's nudear weapons program- 
me, had not visited them during 
17 pervious inspections. 

Mr. Perricos is leading his 10th 
session to Iraq. 

He said IAEA inspections 
would continue because he be- 
lieved Iraq was still far from foil 
compliance with the nudear in- 
spectors. “It has not complied 

Continued on page 5) 

U.N. steps relief in Iraq, page 
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Hamas ‘surprised’ at U.S. move 
end contacts, rejects bomb chan 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas said 
Wednesday it was surprised by an 
American announcement that 
Washington was cutting off all 
contacts with the' group and that 
the American move could have 
come ahead of including Hamas 
in Washington's list of groups 
sponsoring “terrorism.” 

The group also regreted that it 
was suggested by American offi- 
cials as a possible suspect in last 
week's blast at New York's 
World Trade Centre and called 
on Washington to withdraw 
“such irresponsible. accusations.” 

Hamas officials have said that 
the group's strength and resist- 
ance activities would be confined 
to the occupied territories. They 
strongly deny Hamas involve- 
ment in terrorist activities or any 


acts of violence abroad. 

Hamas representatives in Am- 
man asserted that the U.S. deci- 
sion to cut off contacts with the 
group was aimed at appearing 
Israel and contradicted the erst- 
while American policy towards 
the group, which gained political 
prominence after Israel's Dec. 17 
expulsion to South Lebanon of 
more than 400 Palestinians sus- 
pected of membership in Hamas 
or Islamic Jihad, another hardline 
Muslim fundamentalist Palesti- 
nian group. 

“We are astonished by the new 
American position, and it is proof 
of the influence of the Zionist 
lobby on the new American 
administration’s policies," 
Hamas representative in Jordan 
Mohammad Nazzal told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“The United States* decision 
and justifications are a way of 
apologising to Israel for meeting 


with us. We also see it as a way 1 
justify labelling our activiti.es : 
international terrorism," he sai( 

U.S. State Department spoke 
man Richard Boucher Tuesda 
announced Washington's suspei 
rion of contacts with peopl 
associated with Hamas. 

Hamas' representatives in Jo 
dan met twice with an Ammai 
based U.S. diplomat, £ri 
Gandiori, foDowiqg the Dec. J 
Israeli expulsion of Ptiestimai 
in what the group described eai 
Her as an effort to explain i 
position to Washington and n 
fote American assertions tbi 
Hamas was a terrorist group. 

“The meetings were not simp 
contacts. There was an ongoir 
dialogue initialed by the Amei 
icans,” Mr. Nazzal said Wedne 
day. 

Mr. Boucher acknowledge 
(Continued on page 5) 


Iran seeks good relations with Gulf 
states, but U.S. ties depend on Clinton 


NICOSIA (AP) — A senior Ira- 
nian official urged In an interview 
published Wednesday good rela- 
tions with pro- Western Gulf 
Arab states, but said ties with 
Washington hinged on President 
Bill Clinton dropping “hostile" 
policy towards Iran. 

Alireza Moayeri, President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s foreign 
affairs adviser, blamed Egypt for 
regional “provocations'' against 
Tehran. 

Mr. Moayeri spoke in an inter- 
view with the Farsi language 
Hamshahri newspaper. An En- 
glish translation was carried by 
the official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia. 

He criticised Gulf Arab coun- 
tries that have allowed the pre- 
sence of “foreign powers” in the 
region, a reference to U.S.-led 
coalition forces that remained in 
the Gulf after liberating Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation in Febru- 


ary 1991. 

“We have no need for the 
presence of alien forces in the 
region," he said.' 

Mr. Moayeri accused the Un- 
ited States and the West of fabri- 
cating reports about Iranian arms 
purchases .to scare oil-rich Gulf 
countries into buying more 
weapons. 

“I believe this is an. organised 
and pre-planned programme of 
the West, the U.S. in particular." 

Mr. Moayeri said it was “too 
early to pass a judgement on Bill 
Ciuion's.. policy towards ban,” 
but added that Washington must 
“abandon its hostile poticy on 
Iran” before relations could be 
resumed. 

Mr. Moayeri said Egypt was “a 
very important country for Iran.” 
But he said Tehran was not ready . 
to resume ties with Egypt, sc-* 
vexed after Cairo signed a pant 
treaty with Israel in 1979. 

Mr. Moayeri said: “We see the 


bands of Egypt involved in cer- 
tain provocations in the region, 
including the issue of the Iranian 

islands." 

Last September, Iran created a 
forour among Gulf states by 
claiming foil sovereignty over 
Abu Musa, a tiny island which 
Tehran had jointly controlled 
with the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Mr. Moayeri said Iran had ex- 
tended a hand of friendship to the 
Gulf Arab states, but regretted 
their cold response. 

“Iran has always announced 
readiness to cooperate with the- 
’Persian GulF states,’’ Mr. 
Moayeri said. But “the Gulf 
states have not adopted a similar 
friendly stand towards Iran.” 

Mr. Moayeri also said Iran 
wanted good ties with Europe, 
but added Tehran wold not re- 
voke the death sentence 
author Salman Rushdie. 
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U.N. steps up relief in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (Rj — The United 
Nations said Wednesday it would 
fenry in laige amounts of huma- 
nitarian supplies to Iraq before an 
aid agreement expires this 
month. 

"We do have some more 
money and substantia) amounts 
of a variety of supplies is on its 
way to Iraq,” Thomas Ekvall, 
representative of the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF), told Reuters. 

Mr. Ekvall said a chartered 
Ilyushin aircraft would land in 
Iraq Friday with 45 tonnes of 
medical and food supplies. 

“The supplies include 3.4 mil- 
lion doses of insulin. 285,000 sets 
of bloodbags, 500,000 syringes, 
500,000 needles and 1 ,500 sets of 
food baskets for the benefit of 
children and mothers in Iraq,” 
Mr. Ekvall said. 

He said each food basket bas- 
ket weighed 14.5 kilogrammes 


and contained milk powder, len- 
tils, vegetable oil, sugar, tomato 
paste, fish and cheese. 

“It is a great variety spanning 
from sophisticated equipment for 
water sanitation and installations 
to essential drugs and medical 
equipment," he added. 

U.N. . and private relief orga- 
nisations are taking advantage of 
a lull in attacks on relief convoys 
to honour commitments to Iraq 
before a current aid agreement 
expires at the end of the month, 
U.N. sources said. 

A spate of mines and bombs 

temporarily baited U.N. supplies 

to the north in December. 

. * . 

U.N. relief workers blame 
what they say is Baghdad- 
inspired harassment while the 
government says Kurds who re- 
sent the presence of foreigners in 
Kurdistan are responsible. 

Mr. Ekvall said the U.N. De- 
partment of Humanitarian 


Affairs had proposed sending a 
mission to Iraq to assess future 
needs. 

'They have sent a request to 
the government of Iraq and there 
has been no response so far,” he 
said. 

He said UNICEF had an agree- 
ment with the government but 
<L without some kind of understan- 
ding of how the relief programme 
should be continued we would 
not be able to provide assistance 
to tjhe same extent as we have 
been doing now.” 

He said an understanding was 
necessary “for working in 
Dohouk, Erbil and Sulaima- 
niyeh," — all locations in the 
northern. Kurdish-controlled 


Most U.N. relief to the be- 
leaguered 3.5 million Iraqi Kurds 
comes through Turkey but the 
U.N. believes it would be hazar- 
dous to operate in Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan withou Baghdad’s conscent. 





PEACE TALKS: Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif (right) Wednesday meets with 
Afghan President Bnrhanoddin Rabhanl (centre) 
and dissident leader Gtribaddin Hdkmatyar in 


political and military 
photo) 


i a solution to the con tinui ng 
co nfl ict in Afghanistan (AFP 


S?®?? women demand reconstruction role gc t Q restart commercial talks with Israel 


By Christopher Burns 

The Associated Press 

■ ■ 

MOGADISHU — Widowed by 
civil war, struggling to care for 
their children amid famine. 

' Somali women are demanding a 
voice in rebuilding a country 
ruined by the battles of men. 

Women's delegations orga- 

. . nised by the United Nations plan 
to take part in an aid conference 
and peace talks this month in 

. - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

A U.N. aid package proposal 
lists women's issues, but so far 
earmarks only $500,000 in fund- 

- ing for women's groups. 

“We've opened our eyes now; 

- we want to be decision makers 
and throw some of those men out 
of their positions,” said Falhada 


Abullahi Noor, whose face is 
drawn and sad, older than her 32 
years. 

She lost her husband to civil 
war, her eldest son was killed by 
bandits and she stilt has eight 
young children to feed in Bar- 
dere, one of the cities worst-hit 
by famine. 

Mrs. Noor has rented a truck 
and sold food in a town outride 
Bardere, joining many of her 
countrywomen in commerce. 

Rickety corrugated stalls have 
sprouted along streets in Moga- 
dishu and other cities, and many 
are run by women who sell food, 
clothing, cigarettes and other 
items. 

Mrs. Noor was among 40 rep- 
resentatives from across Somalia 
who wrapped up a conference 
Tuesday that drew up lists of 


women's needs. 

The women's conference 
agreed to set up a coordinating 
committee between women's 
groups, which run feeding cen- 
tres, orphanages and other ser- 
vices. It called for job training 
centres, local health care workers 
and more schools. 

Women should receive loans 
and grants to start their own small 
businesses such as handcrafts, 
catering and tailoring, conference 
participants agreed. 

While there are no hard figures 
on how many widows are caring 
for their families, “a lot of house- 
holds are headed by women,” 
said Hawaa A1 Tayeb, a 
Sudanese who coordinates 
women's programmes for the 
U.N. in Somalia. 


JVjfirr Ai Mini nr in Jfminiwtiau 

The National Music Conservatory 
March 1993 Programme 


Monday, S March 1993 
S:30 p.m. 

A RECITAL OF TRADITIONAL 
AND AUTHENTIC ARAB 
MUSIC 

The French Juiien Jalal Eddin 
Weiss (Qanoun). the Syrian 

Abdel SaJam Safar (Nay), the 

■ 

Jordanian Nasir Abaido (Riq) 
and the Syrian Sheikh Hamza 
Chakour (Voice) will be 
performing a dynamic recital 
of both sacred and secular 
forms of Arab music. 

Place : The Royal Cultural 

Centre - Main Theatre 
Ticket Price : JD 5 

Co-sponsored by the Cultural 
Section of the French Embassy. 

Wednesday, U) March 1993 
3:3U p.m. 

MUNIR BASHIR IN A OUD 
RECITAL 

A musical journey in which 
Munir Bashir will guide the 


audience in a tour of the Arab 
music heritage. He will show 
them, the rich modes that 
characterize the music' and the _ 
conflict between improvisation 
and tradition. 

Place : The Royal Cultural 

Centre - Main Theatre 

Ticket Price : JD 7 

• • 

Monday. IS March 1993 
8:30 p.m. 

AGNES BASHIR IN A PIANO 

■ 

RECITAL 

A recital by composer and 
pianist. Agnes Bashir. She is 
a faculty member of the 
National Music Conservatory. 
The programme includes 
pieces by : Bach. Liszt, 

Albeniz, Tchaikovsky and 
others. 

Place : The Royal Cultural 

Centre - Main Theatre. 
Ticket Price : JD 5 


Attend all three activities for JD 14 
The National Music Conservatory, tel: 687620 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) broke a 
deadlock with Israel over the 
expulsion of hundreds of Palesti- 
nians, promising to resume com- 
mercial talks Wednesday. 

The 12-nation trade bloc said 
Tuesday EC and Israeli diplomats 
were to meet in occupied Jeru- 
salem for two days to discuss 
upgarding trade and political ties. 

“We're absolutely willing to 
have talks with Israel,” said 
Xavier Prats, spokesman of the 
ECs executive commission. 

The announcement ended 
nearly three months of hesitation 
by the EC to continue the talks. 
The community condemned 
Israel’s expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians on Dec. 17. 


While the EC never officially 
finked trade talks to the expul- 
sions, it stalled on fulfilling its 
December pledge to set a date for 
further talks. 

On Feb. 1. Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told his 
EC counterparts Israel would 
take back 100 Palestinians im- 
mediately and repatriate the rest 
by year's end. It prompted the 
EC to consider reinstating the 
talks. 


Israel is seeking expanded eco- 
nomic relations and aims to re- 
duce its trade deficit with the EC. 

But Mr. Prats said the talks 
which were to start Wednesday 
were only preliminary, adding, 
"There is no dear idea of where 


this will lead ” 

Israel is already linked to the 
EC through a 1975 free trade 
agreement. 

The accord, however, is less 
substantial than more recent EC 
arrangements with Western and 
Eastern European countries. It 
does not cover services, freedom 
of capita] movement, scientific 
cooperation, or free trade for 
pharmaceuticals or energy pro- 
ducts. 

It is also out of date in compari- 
son to EC accords with other 
Mediterranean nations. 

Mr. Prats said the EC was 
trying to beef up trade and econo- 
mic cooperation with ail 
Mediterranean countries and 
does not want to leave Israel out. 


Cairo reminds world extremism is everywhere 


CAIRO (AP) — For months, 
Egyptian officials have been pi- 
qued by foreign news reports of 
Muslim extremism and offidal 
warnings to Western travellers to 
avoid disturbed areas in Egypt. 

From President Hosni Mubar- 
ak down, they maintained that 
Egypt was not alone in enduring 
terrorism. Mr. Mubarak called it 
“a global phenomenon.” In their 
minds was a drop of more than 50 
per cent in tourism, univefsaliy 
blamed on suggestions that 
attacks on foreign tourists had 
made Egypt unsafe. 

Nevertheless, there have been 
no taunts, gloating or “we told 
you so” responses after last Fri- 
day's massive bombing at New 
York’s World Trade Centre. 


But layouts on the front pages 
of Cairo’s newspapers appear 
meant to convey to a silent mes- 
sage: We're all in the same boat. 

The New York blast occurred 
almost simultaneously with a 
bombing in a crowded Cairo cof- 
fee shop that killed three people, 
including a Swede and a Turk, 
and wounded at least 16. In the 
same week, at least two bombings 
in Britain were blamed on the ^ 
Irish Republics Army. ExtrerrP 
ists blasted a southern Philippine 
airport, a communications facility 
in the United Arab Emirates, and 
a Russian train and school admi- 
nistration buildings in two French 
cities. 

On Saturday, Egypt's leading 
government owned newspaper Al 


Abram front-paged the Cairo and 
New York explosions side by 
side. 

Monday's A2 Akhbar, also 
state-owned, published three 
stories in the same fashion — a 
followup on the Cairo bombing, a 
report on the New York explo- 
sion and a roundup of terrorist 
incidents elsewhere. The head- 
line: “A wave of sabotage sweeps 
the worid."- , , ... 

Even' the leading opposition 
newspaper, Ai Wafd, which often 
complains of government abuses 
in combatting terrorism, 
appeared eager to show Egypt's 
shared terror turmoil. Almost its 
entire front page Monday was 
devoted to the world's explo- 
sions. 




ADEN, Yemen (R) free frozen Iraqi 

adviser Barazan Al Tftnti A j Ayam quoted pohtical 

Saddam Hussein — I '^ < i ina | 1 d wa s a sign of Baghdad s^angc'l 
analysts as saying the Iraq re i al jons between Yemen and 9“*[ 
at a recent improvement tn» ^ sympathised 

states. Yemen, one of f. 1 f ov er Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 

with Iraq during Gulf arc Gulf Arab states. 

This cost Yemen stranded at Aden at the start of 

Crude oil from A de n refinery but Iraq tas not been 

the crisis was unloaded ^at the Ade ^at has ^so frozen Iraqi 

paid for feoil^* u^ Natfons figures put the value of 

SIS fiSTSSTS-SS at S23.5 million. 

Sick foreigners to pay Iraq in hard currency 

BAGHDAD (R> - W- 

.future have to pay m hard “^"J^ealth has decreed that fees for 
said Wednesdayjmmrni^fh^ Arabs ^ 
the treatment and m^c^ ^ ^g^ne said. Charges 

foreigners be paid in ^S^^vchanee rate of 3.2 per dinar, 
would be calculated at the dinar/ on the Baghdad black 

market. Foreigners already pay no Rasheed now costs 

that 90 Der cent of hospital equipment was out of action because 
b* of P*£ As a «£ult .hospitals no longer screen 

blood for hepatitis or AIDS, he added. 

Afghanistan to free two Soviet PoWs 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanistan said Tuesday it was freeing 
two former Soviet soldiers captured by Mujahedeen guerrillas 
during the 14-year Afghan war. The prisoners will be handed over 
to the Russian consulate in the northern Afghan town or 
Mazar-e-Sharif, the official Kabul radio said. But the broadcast, 
monitored in Islamabad, did not say when the authorities would 
free the prisoners. They were captured in northern Afghanistan 
some years ago by the Mujahedeen, who took power last April 
from a collapsed former Soviet-backed communist government. 
“This has been done for the sake of peace and on humanitarian 
considerations,” the radio quoted Afghan Defence Minister. 
Ahmad Shah Masood as telling reporters in Kabul. Moscow, 
which wiithdrew its troops from Afghanistan in 1989 after a 
nine-year war to prop up a Marxist government in Kabul, has 
listed more than 300 soldiers as missing. But it is not known how 
many of them are still alive or how many are deserters. 

Rushdie granted divorce decree 

LONDON (R) — Salman Rushdie, in hiding from an Iranian 
death threat, received an uncontested divorce decree Tuesday 
after more than two years' separation from American writer 
Marianne Wiggins. Mr. Rushdie, 45, plans to remarry soon, 
sources dose to the writer said last month. HU future wife was 
reported to be a poet, but Scotland Yard asked that her name not 
be released for reasons of security. Mr. Rushdie and Ms. Wiggins, 
who were married in 1988, separated in July 1989, five months 
after Iran accused Mr. Rushdie of blaspheming Islam with his 
book, “The Satanic Verses” and called for his death. The couple 
went into hiding after Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini condemned 
Mr. Rushdie on Feb. 14, 1989. They separated the following July. 
Ms. Wiggins has said. Ms. Wiggins, 45, lives in New York. Mr. 
Rushdie remains in hiding under police protection, occasionally 
emerging briefly for an unannounced public appearance. Mr. 
Rushdie, who has a 14-year-old son from a previous marriage, 

petitioned for divorce on the basis of more than two years' 
separation. 


Nationality issue dogs Kuwait’s mixed couples 


KUWAIT (R) — Housewife 
Samira Turki finds her coun- 
try a more difficult place to 
live in since its liberation 
from Iraqi occupation. 

Her husband is an Iraqi. 

Like an estimated 7,000 
other Kuwaiti women, Mrs. 
Turki has a husband for 
whom work and immigration 
formalities have become 
more difficult since the Gulf 
war because of his 
nationality. 

Many of their menfolk, 
mostly Iraqis, Yemenis, 
Sudanese, Palestinians, 
Jordanians or stateless 
Arabs, left during the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation and 
have not been allowed to 
return. Those who stayed 
have found it difficult to find 
work. 

“Some Kuwaiti women are 
asking to emigrate to Canada 
and the United States. I do 
not want to emigrate. I love 
my home and so do my chil- 
dren,” Mrs. Turki said. 

"But I want my rights.” 


She was among 20 women 
taking part in a demonstra- 
tion outside parliament to de- 
mand that their husbands-be 
given jobs or entry visas and 
permanent residence per- 
mits, and their children a 
choice of their mother’s or 
father's nationality. 

The women were admitted 
to hear a debate on their 
problem only after .they 
agreed to leave outside pla- 
cards that read: “Until when 
will our children be without 
their fathers?” 

Poet Leila Al Othman, one 
of the 20, said another prob- 
lem facing many of the cou- 
ples was that strict nationality 
laws prevented their children 
or the fathers from becoming 
Kuwaitis. 

In Kuwait children take the 
father's nationality. The issue 
is critical in a country where 
citizenship confers employ- 
ment, health and housing be- 
nefits and sometimes the 
right to vote. 

“My husband still works at 
the company he was with 


before the invasion but gets 
half his old pay,” said Mrs. 
Turki. 

“They give foreign women 
married to Kuwaiti men 
Kuwaiti nationality after IS 
years of marriage, so why 
don't they give our husbands 
the same rights?” 

The families’ problems are 
snarled in a wider con- 
troversy over a 40 per cent 
fall in the post-war popula- 
tion to about 1.3 million. The 
fall is linked to lingering in- 
ter-Arab tensions. 

The emirate’s relations 
have been strained with a 
number of Arab states and 
organisations since they ex- 
pressed sympathy for Iraq 
during the Gulf crisis. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians and other Arabs 
left the emirate during the 
occupation and have not 
been allowed to return de- 
spite their many years’ resi- 
dence and employment. 

Officials say many of the 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
-who remain may come and go 


freely. But they concede that 
relations between ordinary 
Palestinians, seen as disloyal 
to the emirate because of the 
war, and Kuwaitis are riot yet 
back to normal. 

In the assembly chamber’ 
the women, most of them 
wearing the Islamic veil, dap- 
ped when deputies spoke in 
their support. 

“The presence abroad of 
Kuwaiti women’s husbands 
without any suspidon against 
them is a crime against 
Almighty God,” said deputy 
Ahmad Bakr. “I hope these 
things will be looked at 
through an Islamic perspec- 
tive.” 

Labour and Sotial Affairs 
Minister Jassem Al Oun told 
the assembly he had no 
objection to the entry of any 
husband of any Kuwaiti pro- 
vided there were no “security 
obstades.” 

He said the cabinet had 
assigned a team of five minis- 
ters to discuss nationality 
questions including the 
women's problem. 


There are signs of move- 
ment on the 'nationality issue. 
Defence Minister Sheikh Ali 
Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah 
said last month some of 
Kuwait's tens of thousands of 
stateless Arab residents de- 
served nationality for fighting 
in the Gulf war. 

Emerging from the public 
gallery, Salama Nauman, one 
of the demonstrators, said 
the debate had appeared in- 
conclusive. 

I can't say I’m optimistic 
or pessimistic,” she said. 

We are just waiting for the 
results of the government 
committee." 

Mrs. Turki said the prob- 
ferns of the 7.000 wSmen 
showed they were “abused in 
a country that calls for demo- 
cracy and liberty." 

The constitution guaran- 
tees the rights of Kuwaiti 
women without differentiat- 
ing between Kuwaiti men and 
women — so why do we get 
to be treated differently?" 
she asked. 
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TcL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

17:31 Pifei Hcrculc 

17:45 LaMAgttcrbcs 

IS: 15 L'ccolc tics fans 

19M New* in French 

1*15 InKcrtmpktbC 

ItJI News in Hebrew 

3 > . 0Q News in Arabic 

2 fcje Unde Buck 

2l:Ii Forever Gfccn 

*22£t News in Eftgjifch 


Feature Ala; “The Old Mm and Tbc Sea’ 
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ISM .. 
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Fair 

- (Sunrise) Doha 

Dhuhr 

“Asr 

Maghreb 



churches 


Si Mry af Nmh( I» CIwO StwBtb 
Td. 81U74U 

AaacmUfes «T Gw) Church. Tel. 
MOWS 

SI. Jwpfe ChwRfc Td. A24S9U 
Cfcarck a r Um Aanuudatton Tci. 
637*40. 

Da to Safe Qndi Tel. 6M757 


Ttmoab Church Td: 622366 
Cbvrdi of the AuikUIm Td. 

623541. 

AadfeM Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armiiu Catholic Ckirth Tct. 
771331. 

Anwnhui Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

St. Ephnlw Church Td. 771751. 
Amm l ntcruati s a al Chart* Td. 
K2798K 685326. 

Ena«dkal Lutheran Charch Tel: 
824338. 

The Charch a f Jeaoa Chrfat of Latter. 
Day Satan Td. 82382* and 654932. 
Charch aT the Na aa rea t Td. 675W1. 


BuUctia supplied by tbc Department of 
Meteorology. 

■ 

It win be fair during ibe day. In the 
evening, deads increase gradually, a 
gradual drop in temperatures takes 
place and scattered showers of nhk «3I 
start to fad on. various parts of tbc 
Kingdom. Winds will be mnhwoBCffy 
m oderate to fresh. In Aqaba, it win be 
partly doody and winds will be north- 
erly moderate and teas calm. 


MtnVmax. temp. 

3/16 

12/24 


■ 
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Jordan Valley - 


Ycstcttbf'tf high t wapcni MCK Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 26. Humidity r ea dings: 
Amman 49 par cent, Aqaba 35 per 
coot. 




NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Ekh 

Dr, Yotaef Sammour 

Dr. Rilcb Zes&asn ......... 

Dr. NSdd A! Ddddi 


FcnfciwsphfcHMcy 


Noirookh pharmacy ..... 


N»ja»ph»n— cy 


694916 

615648 

888685 

E7195 

661912 

778336 

637055 

623672 

636730 

• 644945 

...... 637660 

...... 847632 


Dt. AkranAJ 


... ..... ..... (— ) . 


Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 


Dr. Ibrahim Al Hindi .. 
Khihfcfa pharmacy ..... 


<-) 

..... 985417 


TTTT^rrx 


Civii Defence Department 661 II I 

Civi) Defense immediate 
Rescue. 63034! 


QyH Defence Emergency . .Bo.o. non. 199 
RrancPDOoc .... 192.621 1 1 1.637777 

fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 77J12I 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoScc ■ AkliaiMIIMMI ■ttaaih H963W 
ftbfc Security Department .... 630321 

Hold Goapbints 405800 

Price CtsRpfciess 661176 

Water ana S e w e ra ge 

Compla in ts 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Comptaiaa ....._ 78711! 

Telephone Infonnalion 

(directory assistance) 121 

Oversea Otib OHXZ30 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.... 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repair* 661 101 

Jordan Tdcviaoa 773111 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordon Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

CoaraoY AiA < (p| 

Rjnfejni!^ 

Queen Afia 1ml. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J.Aitin... 644281/6 

Akitcfa Maternity, J. Aran 642441/2 

Jobal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

pdesdne. Shmcbton 664171/4 

ShmctHii Hospital 66913 j 

University Hospital 84S84S 

tuKto uU 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaD 666127/37 

AKAhli. AbdaK 

Rafian. Al-Muhajrccn ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bariar, I. Ashnfich ...... 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marta 89161 1/15 

Onoon Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital T.„ 

ZARQA: ; 

ZtUXpi Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zama National Hospital .. (09)900560 
Ibn Situ Hasniml tnoMum 


AlHikna Modem Htapteri (09)990990 


(02)275555 

(1) 2)272275 

(02) 247100 


Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital .. 
AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital . 


(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tbs mfonuation is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mformntion dqpirf- 
AK nr 0 the Queen AM* International 
Airport Tel . (08)53200-5 . where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordwstai (BJ) FUgbt* 
(Terminal 1 ) 

OSM Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

07-15 J- Sanaa (RJ> 

RjyWfil (RJ) 

•*15 Cum. Aqaba (RJ) 

•9-Jt New Delhi (RJ) 

10515 Beirut (RJ) 

ltS» ■■■niiH.i.i.i Colombo (RJ) 


17j« .... New York, Amsterdam (Rj) 

Jr* Abu Dhabi (Rjj 

London. Berlin (Hj) 

22 -Athens. Lainaca (Rj) 

2?! Bangkok. Calcutta (Rj) 

SH2 - RmhsOU 

nm Jeddah (Rj) 

^ l#f Ffiflhts (Terminal 2) 

!£5 rrsssiiii.'gsgig 

IS “"r- 

2 is 50 r C * ro (MS) 

LamacafCY) 


K^ l * npu,n '» h ‘* 

0fc!5 _ 

II IQ - Beirut (Rj 

114 c — Borne (Rj 

11-15 vi Abb Dhabi (Rj 

2*31 (Rjj 

21-41 Bahian Doha (Rjj 

21 j 45 Oubat, Muscat (Rj j 

ott**- FMflhta (Twin hud Z) 

•Mi D »««*o.P»ri.(AF) 


12*a ( M E) 

uSs V "fr» dh ( Ru > 

13245 -Uriraca. Vienna (OS) 

n.w Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

2iS Iaapbul(TK) 

Cairo (MS) 

*aricet prices 

Price in fib per kg* 

-Apple . 

Banana 700/550 

Banana (Mukam^’i 22 # 700 

Beam: 640/640 

Cabbau 1300/1000 

C«rot 

CaulifK^ ;; 210/ 180 

Garlic 280 / 20Q 

Grapefruit BOO/ 600 

Lemon .. 200/ 150 



™'?» 


Orange 380/320 

gBppcrfiij;; v,^ 200 

— 

Potato ; TOO / 500 

Tantalo * — * — 230/ 170 

Spinach J 150/ 60 

200/ ISO 


lie* 


i 


Is 







Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSD A Y-FRID A Y , MARCH 4-5, 1993 3 


f * 


i 

i 

■ 

f 

i 

■ 

i ’ i 

p 

f 

p 

t 

» 

> 

f 

i 

v 

■ 

i 

■ 

i 

p 

t 

■ 

j 

3 

P 

« 

a 


p 

- * 




Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Wednesday greets girl guides 
who collected donations in Irbid Tor the Third Annul Charity 

ca mpai g n organised by the Queen Alia Jordan Social Welfare 
Fond (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma tours 
Irbid, Jordan Valley 


. IRBID (Petra) — Her Royal 
r Highness Princess Basma 
r Wednesday made a tour of Irbid 
. and the northern Jordan Valley 
'■[ regions where she inspected the 
r activities of the Third Annual 
f Charity Campaign which she 
launched at the beginning of 

- Ramadan. 

~ r In Irbid, the Princess met with 
groups of boy scouts and girl 
guides who are collecting con- 
X tributions from the public as part 
of the activities of the campaign 
organised by the Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund 

(QAF). 

i Princess Basina also opened a 

- dress-making workshop at Prince 
. Ali. Club for Deaf Girls. 

Last year the Princess donated 
the funds to establish the work-* 
shop as part of the income- 
,. generating projects targetted by 
;■ the charity campaign. 

The JDS ,000 workshop em- 
ploys 12 deaf girls who received 
, training last year at Irtrid Social 
Services Centre. 

Her Royal Highness also vi- 
„ sited Princess Basrna Hospital in 
„ Irbid and inspected the social and 
health conditions of its patients. 
She met with several Irbid gov- 
emorate deputies of the Lower' 
House of Parliament, officials 

- and private citizens. 

The meeting involved a discus- 


sion of the ongoing activities of 
the charity campaign and its 
objectives. The Princess praised 
the role of the scouts movements 
in the govemorate in bringing the 
campaign to a successful end and 
commended the public response 
to charity drive. 

She said all donations collected 
in the govemorate will be distri- 
buted to its needy and announced 
that she was donating 10 blood- 
testing units. 

In the northern Jordan Valley, 
Princess Basma visited A1 Hara- 
wiyya Basic School where she 
Inspected the conditions of the 
school's 80 students. The Princess 
presented the students with 
school uniforms and stationery. 

Princess Basma ended her tour 
by meeting citizens at Sheikh 
Hassan village. The village mayor 
announced at the meeting the 
municipality's donation of eight 
dunums to QAF. 

Her Royal Highness told the 
gathering that she was donating 
the cost of the establishment of a 
social services centre in the vil- 
lage. She then supervised the 
distribution of 22 tonnes of in- 
kind assistance to villagers in the 
town and surrounding areas. 

The Princess also supervised 
the distribution of 10 income- 
generating projects to families in 
several villages. 


k M 


King condoles Hiyassal family 


in.** r- 


AMMAN (Petra) — HS Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
- delegated Chief of the Royal Protocol Mohammad A I Ad wan to 
condole the Hiyassat family over the death of Abdul Fattah 
Hiyassat, the secretary general of the Jordanian Writers Associa- 
tion. 

Prince Mohammad meets with PSD chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein. Wednesday 
visited the Public Security Department (PSD) and met with PSD 
Director Major-General Fadel Ali Fheid. Prince Mohammad 
toured the various sections of the PSD's Command and Control 
Project and was briefed on its role. 

Kabariti meets with German envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
Wednesday met with German Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich 
Reiners and discussed labour-related affairs. Their discussion 
covered Germany's assistance in finding more jobs for Jordanian 
workers and enhancing cooperation in workers' affairs. 

Jordan invites Bahraini minister to labour conference 

MANANA (Petra) — Jordan's Ambassador to Bahrain Shaker 
Arabiyat Wednesday delivered a message to the Gulf state's 
Minister of Labour and Social Development Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa containing an invitation to attend an Arab 
labour conference in Amman. The conference, to open April 5, 
will be attended by Arab ministers of labour. 

2 workshops to open on respiratory infections 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Health Ministry is organising two 
workshops on March 6 and March 28 dealing with respiratory 
infections among children under five years of age. The work- 
shops, to be attended by paediatricians from Jordan and other 
countries, are being organised in cooperation with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). 

RSS plans solar energy meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) plans to 
organise a specialised seminar on solar energy in October. The 
five-day meeting will be attended by specialists from Arab and 
other countries. 

Teachers to hold symposium on badia education 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Teachers Club in Amman is organising a 
semi-regional symposium in April dealing with education of 
children in the badia and rural regions. The Ministiy of Education 
and the regional office of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) will play leading 
roles in the four-day conference. The ministry said Jordan, Libya, 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and the Arab League will be 
represented at the conference. 



The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

"fa Exhibition of painting? by four Arab artists from the United 
States — Gbada Jamal, Helen Khal, Snha Noursi and AEof 
Zurayk — at the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery 
in Jtdud Amman, between the First and Second Circles (10 
a.OL- 4 p.m.) 

■fr J upite r exhibition entitled “Hie British Filra Makers of the 80s” 
at the British Council. 

•ft Islamic book exhibition at the Mamie Centre in Zarqa, 


House bars ex- ministers from panel to probe nepotism 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — This Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday formed 
a nine-member committee to 
probe aril service appointments 
in the last three years for possible 
nepotism and unfairness in filling 
government positions. 

After one of the most heated 
debates in its current session, the 
House dissolved a previous 18- 
member committee set op to in- 
vestigate die matter because it 
included deputies who had served 
as ministers. 

The earlier committee was set 
up last month to study fists of 
names and qualifications of peo- 
ple employed by the government 
since the beginning of 1992, 
which the government provided 


to the House at the request of IS 
deputies. 

The deputies demanded a pub- 
lic discussion of the issue in light 
of alleged nepotism and injustices 
in public sector appointments. 

The House initially restricted 
the committee’s membership to 
nine, but 18 deputies joined after 
die House failed to agree on its 
members and asked parliamenta- 
rians willing to serve on the com- 
mittee to register their names 
with its executive office. 

The House later agreed to the 
increase in the membership, but 
the controversial issue of whether 
deputies who are former minis- 
ters should be allowed to join the 
panel remained unsettled. 

Many deputies have insisted 
that former ministers should be 
excluded from the committee be- 


cause of the alleged conflict of 
interest that would arise over its 
work when appointments under 
these ministers are investigated. 

The committee was thus pla- 
gued with problems since its 
formation and foiled to hold more 
than one meeting. 

Several committee members 
submitted their resignations to 
the House Wednesday, deman- 
ding that the House vote against 
permitting former ministers to 
join. 

The demand prompted an 
angry response from deputies 
who bad served as ministers. 
They argued that such a notion 
puts their credibility in question 
and dqnies them a constitutional 
right to participate in all functions 
of the House as elected officials. 
Opponents to their partidpa- 


New English School parents 
form group to tackle fee hikes 


By a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Parents erf students 
at the New English School (NES) 
have formed an 11-member com- 
mittee to lead their campaign 
against what they describe as 
unjustified hikes in NES school 
fees. 

Indications are also that the 
government, which usually 
adopts a hands-off policy in the 
financial and administrative areas 
of private schools in the King- 
dom, is planning to intervene in 
the matter since secondary school 
students of NES staged a protest 
strike Saturday. 

Beyond any immediate govern- 
ment action, the repercussions of 
the NES affair may also have 
major bearings on the status of all 
private schools in Jordan. 

Parents, meeting at an NES 
school hall Tuesday evening, 
named the 11-member committee 
entrusted with contracting the 
parties concerned to present the 
case against the fee increases 
announced last week, partici- 
pants in the meeting said. 

The committee is scheduled to 
meet with the principal of the 
school Saturday and report back 
to the parents on the outcome. 

One of the parents told Tues- 
day's meeting that her contacts 
with Deputy Prime Minister and 


Minister of Education Thouqan 
Al Hindawi indicated that the 
Cabinet discussed the dispute 
since students did undertake a 
protest action of a nature that 
warrants government attention. 

About 250 parents also met at 
the school Saturday complaining 
that the fee raises were too steep. 
Many of them said they would 
not be able to afford the hike and 
would be forced to transfer their 
children to cheaper schools. 

Parents denied that they had 
instigated the protest action by 
secondary school students who 
stayed away from class for two 
hours Saturday morning. 

Tuesday's meeting also discus- 
sed the possibility that the issue 
could easily spill over and bring 
about additional legislation related 
to private schools. 

A new law on education is 
under debate in Parliament and 
sources indicated that the govern- 
ment might be inclined to add 
new provisions to the draft leg- 
islation to allow a certain mea- 
sure of government control on 
the financial and administrative 
aspects of private schools. 

Under the present law, the 
Ministry of Education concerns 
itself only with the curricula, 
.vacations and other strictly 
academic affairs of private 
schools. 

It also emerged during Tues- 


day's meeting that Said Al Turk, 
owner of the NES who is vaca- 
tioning in Europe, was showing 
signs of flexibility in the dispute 
after reportedly adopting a tough 
position immediately after Satur- 
day's protest action by students. 

The school administration 
Wednesday declined specific 
comment on the dispute. 

“We did host Tuesday’s meet- 
ing and we are in contact with all 
parties concerned,” said Roger 
Foreman, deputy director of 
school. 

“It is a private matter and not. 
an issue for the press,” he told 
the Jordan Times in an interview. 
“We have nothing more to say.” 

Parents complain that the in- 
crease in fees, which takes effect 
for the 1993-94 scholastic year, 
follows a similar hike for the 
1992-93 year and amounts to a 
doubling of fees in two years. 

They also say that the NES, 
being owned by an individual, 
seems to be run as a commercial 
business with priority for high 
profits rather than an educational 
institution. 

Widely heard daring Tuesday's 
meeting was a rejection of “one- 
man shows” run by people with 
little experience in the ait of 
education at the administrative 
decision-making level of any 
school. ■ ■ 


Suspects under questioning 
in 2 separate murder cases 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are question- 
ing several suspects in two sepa- 
rate cases of murder which were 
discovered this week and hope to 
announce the findings of inves- 
tigations soon, a senior source 
said Wednesday. 

The source said there was no 
indication whatsoever of any link 
between the two deaths despite 
some similarities in the circumst- 
ances under which the bodies 
were discovered. 

“We can categorically state 
that there is no relation between 
the two crimes,” said the source, 
speaking to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity. 

The gagged body of Abdul 
Hameed Salman, 30, member of. 
a hardline Palestinian group, was 
found stuffed in a black plastic 
bag in a backstreet of the Baqaa 
camp Saturday. His hands and 
feet were tied and the cause of 
death was established as stran- 
gulation. 

The body of Ayman Al Abba- 
di, 25, a first lieutenant in the 
Armed Forces, was discovered 


Monday near the cigarette fac- 
tory in Ras AJ 'Ain; Abbadi was 
also strangled and his body was 
wrapped in a plastic bag, accord- 
ing to police reports. 

Contrary to earlier reports, the 
source said, police were keeping 
the “possibility open” that the 
killing of Salman was politically 
motivated. 

“Police understand that the 
murder victim was politically ac- 
tive and therefore they cannot 
rule out the possibility that the 
crime had political motivation,” 
said the source. “At the same 
time it also appears that he was 
also having social problems. So 
all the investigators are keeping 
all angles.” 

Salman was a member of the 
Damascus-based Popular Front 
for the Liberation Of Palestine 
(PFLP-GC) led by Ahmad Jibril. 
who broke away from the PFLP 
of George Habash in the early 
1970s to set up his own group. 

Salman was politically active 
bnt did not occupy any official 
position in the group’s hierarchy, 
according to Palestinian sources. 

Some of the sources say that 
“personal revenge" could be the 


reason for the killing, particularly 
that it was apparent that the man 
was brutalized before his death. 

In the case of the Ras Al 'Ain 
incident, “it is possible that the 
murder had a family contest. But 
it is too early to reach any conclu- 
sions,” said the senior source 
without elaboration. 

In both cases, “suspects are 
being questioned, and police hope 
to make an announcement soon,” 
the source added. 

The source said “there is no- 
thing new” in a series of attacks 
against shops in and around Am- 
man since mid-September. 

But, noted the source, “no new 
attacks have been reported since 
the arrest last week of three 
suspects who have confessed to 
executing at least three attacks.” 

At the same time, “It does not 
mean that the three are linked to 
the earlier crimes,” said the 
source, referring to nine other 
incidents of assault and robbery 
or attempted robbery which 
occurred since mid-September. 

“Police are continuing inves- 
tigations and will definitely crack 
die cases,” said the source. 


Communist 

weekly 
to appear 
next week 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first issue of the 
Jordanian Communist Party 
weekly newspaper, “Al 
Jamaheer,” will be on the news- 
stands in Jordan next week, 
according to the party's secretary- 
general Yacoub Zayadin. 

Dr. Zayadin Wednesday told 
the Jordan Times that the Coun- 
cil of Ministers approved the 
licence for the publication, and all 
the text of the first issue was 
ready to go to press. 

He .added that for the first two 
months the newspaper will be 
issued every two weeks, but later 
It will be published weekly on 
regular basis. 

The Council of Ministers also 
announced its approval of “Nldaa 
Al Watan” newspaper, the 
mouthpiece of the Jordanian 
Democratic Popular Unity, Party. 
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Are yon paying too much money for CD”s? 
Are yoo still buying poor quality pre-recorded cassettes? 

KMI, is proud to be the first in Jordan to offer master' 
cassettes and CD's from the manufacturers directly to you 
at quite reasonable prices. Cpme and see our daily 
increasing selection of cassettes and CD's. 
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tion in the committee said their 
belief that former ministers 
should not be involved in study- 
ing government appointments 
was rooted in their concern to 
maintain the credibility and ob- 
jectivity of the panel. 

Irbid Deputy Husni Al 
Shiyyab, who resigned from the 
previous panel, said the inclina- 
tion not to include former minis- 
ters on the panel should not be 
seen as a conflict between de- 
puties who served on the Cabinet 
and those who did rot, but as a 
“way to make sure the committee 
was objective.” 

Former Minister of Labour De- 
puty Abdul Karim Al Dn£noi. 
who volunteered for the dissolved 
panel, said if former ministers are 
to be banned from joining the 
committee, “deputies who had 


palled strings to secure jobs for 
others should also not be allowed 
to join.” 

Deputy Abdul Rauf Al Rawab- 
defa, a former minister, whose 
lengthy comment on the issue 
caused a row in the House, indi- 
cated that parliamentarians who 
say former ministers should not 
join the committee are driven by 
personal grudges and he chal- 
lenged those deputies to “work in 
the light and give ufHalse accusa- 
tions and malicious representa- 
tions.” / 

“The House is engaging in a 
pointless debate," Deputy 
Ahmad Owridi Al Abbadi said, 
adding that despite all the rhetor- 
ic and tiie Soy speeches, the 
House will not have the time to 
investigate government appoint- 
ments before its term ends. 


Dr. Abbadi suggested the 

House drop the issue m its entire- 
ty because it was too late for it tc 
finish work on it. 

The current and last session oi 
die House concludes at the end ol 
March. 

During its four and a half houi 
session Wednesday, the Hou» 
also referred to its Judiciary 
Committee the draft law on pres: 
and publications and the draft law 
on economic crimes. The twe 
draft legislations were sent back 
to the House by the Upper House 
of Parliament after amending 
them. 

. The House also decided to hole 

three sessions a week instead ot 
two, to make up for meetings thai 
were aborted because of a lack o: 
quorum. 


grants Jordan $31m 
in 5 economic aid agreements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Five U.S. 
economic aid agreements totall- 
ing a grant of $31 million were 
signed with Jordan Wednesday, 
by Minister of Planning Ziad 
Fariz for the Government of Jor- 
dan and by U.S. Ambassador to 
Jordan Roger Harrison for the 
U.S. government. 

The agreements were also 
signed by William T. Oliver, 
Director of the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID). 

Under the agreements, 
USAID will grant Jordan funds 
to implement new projects and to 
improve on ongoing projects in 
the fields of water management 
and conservation ($233 million); 
agricultural development and 
marketing ($4 million); family 
health and primary care services 
($2-5 million); and industrial de- 
velopment and marketing ($1.2 
million). 

The water quality improve- 
ment and conservation project, to 
be implemented by the Ministiy 
of Water and Irrigation over a 
five-year period, will focus on 
improving the management of 
water resources, and on increas- 
ing the quality and quantity of 
water available in the Zarqa 
Basin System through improved 
wastewater treatment and water 


conservation. 

The various components of the 
project wiD include: The dean-up 
and prevention of industrial and 
other water pollution by upgrad- 
ing the As-Samra wastewater 
treatment system; 

— the improvement of water 
resources management and water 
conservation through the estab- 
lishment of a special Smutty 
water monitoring and manage- 
ment unit; 

— the maximisation of irriga- 
tion water management through 
the upgrading of the water con- 
veyance system from the King 
Talal Reservoir to the Zeighan 
Division; and 

— a public education and 
awareness campaign in water 
management and conservation 
that will be undertaken by a local 
private sector voluntary society. 

The primary objective of the 
family health services project is to 
improve the quality and cost- 
efficiency of primary care ser- 
vices, particularly mother and 
child care and birth spacing ser- 
vices, provided by government 
health centers and duties. 

The funds will also be used for 
technical assistance to improve 
the quality of existing services, to 
train Jordanian - doctors, and to 


establish a new family medicine 
training programme at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the Jordan 
University for Science and Tech- 
nology. 

National agricultural develop- / 
men! project is a nine-year pro- r 
ject started by the National Cen- r Z 
tre for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer (NCARTT) T 
in 1986 to stimulate greater agri- \ 
cultural production through ap- 
plied research and improved ex- ■„ 
tension services methodologies. 

The agricultural marketing de- - 
velopment project, which started 
in 1988, aims ar reducing the.- 
balance in Jordan's trade deficit ; 
and at generating foreign ex- 
change earnings through the sti- 
mulation of increased Jordanian 
exports and the- development ot - 
marketing systems and strategies ; ' 
for agricultural exports, particu- 
larly fruits and vegetables. 

The primary objective of the. 
industrial development project ts| 
to raise the efficiency of Jordan 
nian manufacturers in the pro- 
duction and marketing of quality 
industrial products at competitive 
prices. 

• 

The funds provided will focus 
bn developing the Industrial En- 
gineering Progr am me at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 


Arab panel to study educational 
broadcasts to occupied territories 


f 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
participate in a meeting of a 
pan- Arab educational committee 
on producing programmes to be 
broadcast to the Arab students in 
the Israeli occupied territories. 

A statement here said the prog- 
rammes, to be presented on 
Radio and television, follow a set 
curricula of general educational 
programmes in the Arab World 
which are lacking in many Arab 
educational institutions under 
Israeli occupation. 

The week-long meeting, sche- 
duled for May in Tunis, will 
review previous experiments in 


such broadcast and their effect on 
the Arab students in occupied 
lands. 

According to Ministry of 
Education sources here, Israeli 
authorities have frequently 
changed syllabuses, closed 
schools, shut down universities 
and constantly interfered in edu- 
cational programmes and the 
activities of teaching staff at Arab 
educational institutions in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The sources added that the 
Ministry of Education takes the 
maj jt responsibility for preparing 
these programmes for broadcast 


and is helped by several organisa- 
tions in Jordan, as well as the 
Arab League. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the meeting will include repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry of 
Education, the Jordan Radio and 
Television Corporation, which 
presents the programmes, and 
the Department of Palestinian 
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry. 

The meeting will also be 
attended by delegates from Syria, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq as well as 
the Arab League and the Arab 
Broadcasting Union (ABU). 
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GO TO EUR0DISNEY WITH AIR FRANCE, 
MICKEY'S PREFERRED CARRIER WITHIN EUROPE 

4 NIGHTS IN PARIS AND 
2 NIGHTS IN 

FOR ONLY 550 JR 

MICKEY'S EXCLUSIVE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

1- ROUND TRIP TICKET TO PARIS, 

2- 4 NIGHTS IN PARIS INCLUDING BREAKFAST. 

3- 2 NIGHTS EURODISNEY. 
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Bosnians need more than meals 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton’s decision to airdrop 
food and medicine to Bosnian Muslims trapped in the 
eastern parts of the country is commendable but is a 
far cry from what the president promised daring his 
presidential campaign. 

Mr. Clinton was then visibly driven by moral values 
and humanitarian considerations when he called for 
making distinctions between the Serb aggressors and 
the Bosnian Muslims by lifting the arms embargo on 
the besieged Muslims in that country and even 
deploying ILS. armed forces for their rescue. Presi- 
dent Clinton was angered and anguished then by the 
barbaric atrocities that Serbian forces committed 
against the Muslim people and decided that his 
country is morally obligated to act. 

in spite of the continuation of the agony and 
suffering of the Muslim Bosnians, the new president 
appears to have lost his nerve and drive to help out the 
victims of Serbian aggression, to stop the systematic 
rape of Bosnian women and girls and to halt “ethnic 
cleansing.” 

In so wavering on an earlier commitment to seek 
and apply effective assistance to the victims in former 
Yugoslavia, the new president seems to have buckled 
under pressure from his European allies and warnings 
from his army generals and in the process lost his 
distinctive features as a liberal leader who promised to 
stand tail and strong in support of human rights and 
humanitarian law. 

This American attitude is marked contrast with that 
of the Russian leadership. The Russians do not even 
bother to hide their open support Of the' Serbs by 
boldly supplying them not only' with sophisticated 
arms and equipment but also with fighters as well. 

The Bosnian Muslims need and deserve more than 
aerial dropping of urgently needed meals and medical 
supplies. There is no less than 20,000 Bosnian Muslims 
currently trapped in the Cerska region, desparately 
trying to flee the war zone while the eyes of Mr. 
Clinton and other Western leaders are turned away 
from the tragedy that requires urgent remedy. This 
U.S. disloyalty and unfaithfulness to its own ideals and 
principles comes at a time when the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia offers the first test case for Washington’s 
true commitment to democracy, human rights and 
humanitarian principles. 

It behooves President Clinton to be loyal to his 
electoral campaign pledges especially on matters that 
touch on human lives and human rights. The Bosnian 
Muslims need effective help before (he Serbs succeed 
even more in changing Tacts in the field. The least they 
need Is the supply of arms to defend themselves against 
an enemy that is openly aided by Moscow. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AS WAS expected from the Israeli government in the wake of the 
killing of two Israeli men and the wounding of eight others in Tel 
Aviv at the hand of a Palestinian man, further stringent measures 
have been imposed on the Arab population, said A1 Dust our daily 
in its editorial Wednesday. The paper said that the Israeli 
government considered the incident a mere security one, requir- 
ing hardening of t v • ifi f- polio- in the face of the Palestinians. 

The Israelis have ■. z repressive measures and 

threats to deport more Arabs from their homeland in retaliation 
for the Tel Aviv attack, instead of dealing with the root of the 
problem, which is linked to occupation and continued repression, 
the paper said. It said that by resorting to atrocities in reaction to 
the Tel Aviv incident Israel is falling yet again in further blunders 
that have led to the complication of this situation. The first 
reaction was to seal off the whole of the Gaza Strip, imposing 
curfew's on 750,000 people and terrorising women and children 
there, continued the paper. It said that the Israelis have no other 
policy cxcct'* terrorism and aepression, which has given rise to the 
cycle of violence, in no way, said die paper, can this siege on 
Palestinians, who refuse to succumb to occupation and repres- 
sion. attain its purposes, nor can such atrocities help the Israelis to 
live in peace. The paper said that the peace process, which Israel 
claims to be keen on maintaining, should be manifested in 
towards a just solution to the problem. 

THE LONG queues outside the Saudi Arabian consulate in Jabal 
Amman reflect the fervent religious faith and the desire on the 
pan of Jordanians to perform this year’s pilgrimage, one of the 
tenets of Islam, said Mohammad Subeihi, a columnist in AI 
Dust our. The writer said that the queues can be seen from the 
early morning hours continuing throughout the day, dearly 
indicating that the Saudi officials are not only slow in issuing the 
visas for the would-be pilgrims but that they are unwilling to end 
the suffering of the huge numbers of the faithful outside their 
office. It is the right of the Saudi government to control the flow 
of pilgrims to Mecca and introduce measures ensuring security for 
all pilgrims and the country as well, yet simple procedures are 
required at the Saudi consulate to ease this situation, said the 
writer. He said that passports can be collected at the time during 
(he day and distributed with visas stamped on them the next day 
without keeping people waiting in a line all day. The Saudis could 
also publish the names of those they issued visas and those 
rejected, for any reason, in the local press, suggested Subeihi. He 
said that although efforts on the part of officials are appreciated, 
there is an urgent need now to find a way to ease the situation and 
to issue visas to the pilgrims as soon as possible. 


By Jansen Partners 

TWO POWERFULLY emotive 
forces — national liberation and 
militant Islam — are coalescing 
after a long period of divorce and 
antagonism. The coalescence is 
observable today, very obviously, 
in the struggle of the Palestinians 
— and particularly in the case of 
the 400 expellees alleged to be 
activists of the militant Islamic 
grouping, Hamas. The coalitions 
between Islam as an identity and 
national liberation is also present 
in the struggles going on in Kash- 
mir and Bosnia. 

In these two cases, people de- 
fined as different from their 
neighbours only t>y religion are 
fighting for either liberation, as in 
Kashmir, or survival, as in Bos- 
nia. And militant Islamic guerril- 
las from outride have turned up 
to fight on the ride of their 
coreligionists in both Kashmir 
and Bosnia, grafting themselves 
and their cause onto tbe national 
causes of their hosts. 

In the recent past, a good, dear 
example of coalescence between 
national liberation and militant 
Islam was provided by the strug- 
gle of various Afghan groups 
against the invading Russian 
forces and, on the inside, against 
the Russians’ local Communist 
Party ally. For years, tbe opposi- 
tion in the so-called Afghan civil 
war was led by secular national- 
ists bat when the capital city 
Kabul fell, it was tbe Islamic 
groups, though squabbling with 
each other, who were in the lead. 

The coalescence to which we 
are referring is of a particular 
type and comes in stages. There is 
an existing secular, non-Islamic 
political struggle and Islam grafts 
itself onto this and in the end 


National liberation and Militant Islam 

Coalescence of antagonists 


Islam becomes the sustaining car- 
rier wave, the sustaining motiva- 
tion, of the political struggle. This 
is a new phenomenon, which we 
fixe seeing in Bosnia. 

Hus development is to be dis- 
tinguished from what happened 
during the 150 years in Muslim 
countries where, because Islam is 
a comprehensive all-embracing 
creed, the political struggle 
against the Western imperialist 
rulers was Islam itself inspired by 
the frith and. 1 led by men of 
religion. A particularly dear case 
of the total encapsulation of the 
political struggle of the Umma, 
the Muslim Nation, by Islam was' 
the Achenese wars against the 
Dutch in north Sumatra in Che 
1880s which were led and orga- 
nised by Ulema from start to 
finish. 

Bat Islamic domination of the 
popular uprising was evident in 
many A fro- Asian countries be- 
sides Indonesia, in Afghanistan, 
the Sudan, Somaliland, Libya, 
Algeria, Morocco and West Cen- 
tral Africa. Secular political par- 
ties were relative late-comers in 
the national struggle, anything 
from 20 to 40 years after the 
Islamists, and as soon as they 
appeared they were iu direct 
competition wrth the earlier Isla- 
mic groups. This competition was 
most clearly evident in Indonesia 
in the tussle between the Islamic 
parties — tire Masjumi and the 
Nahdatul Ulema — and the 
National Party led by Sukarno 
and Hatta. There were two 


reasons for this antagonism; In 
principle, Islam deplores secular 
creeds like nationalism and Com- 
munism which are alternative 
faiths and which also tend to 
divide the one, universal Islamic 
community according to geogra- 
phy or dass. Furthermore, and 
more practically, the Islamists 
and the nationalists were jostling 
each other to become the succes- 
sor power to the imperial rulers. 

Despite the preponderant role 
that Islam played in the resistance 
movement, it was tbe late -comer 
nationalism which became the 
successor to the former imperial 
ruler and it was tbe nationalists 
who established the independent 
states of Afro- Asia. Almost their 
first task was to crash the opposi- 
tion of the Islamists (and to a 
much lesser extent of the leftists). 

For about 30 years, from 1950s 
onwards, there was a complete 
divorce between secular national- 
ists and Islamists who were often 
locked in bloody battle with each 
other across the entire sweep of 
Afro-Aria, from the Philippines 
to West Africa. 

Thus the present coalescing of 
the former antagonists is some- 
thing new, and a reversal of 
recent history. 

This is not a marraige of con- 
venience, more a shot-gun wed- 
ding, an alliance brought about 
by external pressure. In Afgha- 
nistan, such external forces were 
and are the U.S.. Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and Iran which for a 


variety of reasons do not want to 
see die secular nationalists com- 
ing to power and whose money 
and arms, provided to the Islam- 
ists, enabled them to prevail over 
tbe nationalists. And this same 
process is underway in tbe Pales- 
tine straggle, with a secular Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) managing to hold its own 
against Islamic Hamas despite 
foreign assistance from Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

It is not as if tile external 
supporters of militant Islam, both 
Muslim and non-Muslim, really 
want to see the fundamentalists 
win but that, shortsightedly, they 
believe they can use the Islamists 
to defeat the imminent threat 
posed by tbe nationalists; a stupid 
manoeuvre which usually ends 
with the anti-nationalists facing 
the far more dangerous threat of 
a militant Islam which they have 
helped build up. This has hap- 
pened in Afghanistan and is hap- 
pening m Palestine, where Israel 
must now regret the encourage- 
' meat it originally gave to Hamas 
in the hope that it would be a 
counterweight to the PLO. 

There is one other reason why 
the Islamic grafting becomes 
possible, a passive, negative one 
instead of positive assistance 
from outside. The forces opposed 
to secular nationalism, such as 
the U.S., the West generally and 
the local surrogates of the West, 
see to it that the nationalists fail 
in their efforts of assertion so that 



- Jordanian Communist Party 

Preparing for a new era 


AMMAN — - “Free Country 
and nappy people" is the mot- 
to of the oldest party in Jordan 
that is still present in the coun- 
try’s political arena today: The 
Jordanian Communist Party 
(JCP). 

Free, the JCP believes, Jor- 
dan can be through strengthen- 
ing the roots of democracy. 
And by a fair distribution of 
goods and services; "social jus- 
tice,’* the Communists hope to 
bring happiness to the people. 

Social justice, says party 
secretary general Yacoub 
Zayadin , mil culminate in a 
socialist society. 

Since its formation in 1951 
by Marxist and national libera- 
tion movements in Jordan and 
Palestine, the JCP has under- 
gone significant changes both 
in its methodology and ideolo- 
gy- 

Tbe JCP still adheres to 
Marxist ideology, which it 
preached for decades, but it 
now uses Marxism as a guide to 
its work and not as a text to be 
taken verbatim, says Dr. 
Zayadm. “The JCP is attemp- 
ting to adapt Marxist ideology 
to Jordanian society” says Dr. 
Zayadin. one of the JCP 
founders and its head since 
1986 

Marxism entered the Arab 
World in its Stalinist form and 
paid no attention to Arab cul- 
ture and heritage and thus 
failed to appeal to the masses. 
According to Dr. Zayadin, the 
JCP is currently studying Arab 
history, literature and philos- 
phy, focusing on pro g r essi ve 
and just ideas in them in order 
to develop them. 

Tbe fall of tbe Soviet Union 
has led some members of the 
JCP to lose faith in the ideolo- 
gy and the party. This, accom- 
panied by tribal affiliations, 
has caused divirions and dis-' 
seasons within the party, tbe 
most recent being tbe Freedom 
Party and the Jordanian Social- 
ist Democratic Party. 

Dr. Zayadin stated that dis- 
sensions have occnred in many 
Jordanian parties, despite their 
ideologies, and that the JCP 
still has “strong roots** in sodc^ 


In the first of a series of articles profiling 
political parties in the Kingdom, Sausan 

Ghosheh talks to the head of the Jordanian 

■ 

Communist Party about the goals of a 
movement whose basic ideology has been 
shaken by many developments in the world. 



Yacoub Zayadin: Adapting Marxism to Jordanian society 


ty- 

The JCP has accommodated 
the Jordanian Constitution in 
its political programme. It has 
recognised Islam as the state's 
religion. 

Dr. Zayadin says the "Marx- 
ist philosophy is not an atheist 
philosophy, but a scientific 
one.” The JCP, he says, does 
not believe ‘There is a contra- 
diction between tbe essence of 
Socialism and the essence of 
Islam and Christianity." Dr. 
Zayadin says the JCP has also 


recognised Jordan as a consti- 
tutional monarchy, explaining 
that His Majesty King Hussein 
has initiated the democratisa- 
tion process, while “elected” 
presidents have not. 

In the Arab World democra- 
tisation also seems to have 
made its way into tbe JCP. 

Tbe party, which has not 
held a conference in 40 years, 
is planning a conference in a 
few months. In this confer- 
ence, it plans to introduce 
structural reform, and term 


limitations and to reduce the 
hierarchy in its ranks to allow 
for more democracy and open 
dialogue. 

These reforms were mainly 
triggered after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, which the 
JCP attributes to the lack of 
democracy m tbe country and 
in the party's structure. 

Tbe JCP claims to be a 
politically, economically and 
organisationally independent 
political party, with the bulk of 
its money obtained through 
membership fees and dona- 
tions. It is composed of work- 
ers, peasants, intellectuals and 
women. 

Dr. Zayadm says women 
compose approximately 20 per 
cent of the JCP members, re- 
fusing to reveal the total mem- 
bership. Some women, snch as 
Emily Nafe, have reached top 
positions. 

The relatively new democra- 
tic atmosphere in Jordan has 
permitted the JCP to operate 
in the open, after working 
underground for nearly 35 
years. Dr. Zayadin claims the 
JCP was a target of imprison- 
ment and torture since the mid 
50s up until the parliamentary 
elections in 1989. 

But now that it has acquired 
legal recognition, the JCP 
plans to enter the parliamen- 
tary elections, scheduled for 
November — and for tbe first 
time in its long history, it will 
contest election under its own 
name. 

In the fifties, tbe JCP partici- 
pated in tbe -elections under 
tbe banner of the Nationalist 
Front and won a few seats; and 
in 1989 individual members of 
the JCP ran but not the Party. 
The candidates, however, did 
not have a strong showing in 
the 1989 elections and- they 
'attribute this to the fact that 
they were not allowed to oper- 
ate public. 

Now after the JCP obtained 
its license and after four years 
of the liberalisation process. 
Dr. Zayodin says his party’s 
chances for a better showing In 
the elections have unproved. 


the disillusioned populace turns 

to militant Islam which, by 
grace of God, seems better able 

to deliver ^e goods”. 

This second variety of en- 
couragement to mili ta n t Islam is 
observable both in Palestine ana 
in Bosnia, but more clearly in the 
former than the lafter. Thanks to 
tbe obduracy of Israel, sure ot its 
support from the U.S., the more 
so under the Clinton administra- 
tion, the 15-month- long pfa** 
process has produced no positive 
result, tb us fulfilling the warnings 
of Hamas that the PLO’s policy 
. of talking with the enemy was a 
waste of time. 

In Bosnia the seemingly- 
de liberate refusal of the Christian 
Western powers to help Bosnian 
Muslims against the Orthodox 
Serbs and the Latin Christian 
Croats is so glaringly obvious that 
tbe Bosnians, though reluctantly, 
have had to turn for help to their 
Muslim brethren, even though 
those brethren are not able or 
willing to do much for them. 

Proof that the West has de- 
cided that, come what may, there 
must not be a Muslim state within 
the geographic confines of 
Europe, which is a Christian con- 
tinent, is the chopping-up of Bos- 
nia with its Muslim plurality, into 
a patchwork of 10 cantons, only 
three of which would be Muslim. 

After tbe take-over of national 
liberation by militant Islam in 
Afghanistan, it is perhaps 


that among the Mus- 
appropna* Bosnians 

«■” Muslim gujr- 

SLrf va&us nationalities who 

Sed and gained figW'rig ex- 

Serience with tlw Af S h “ 

P? 18 ".- Members of this Isla- 

inir "Foreign Legion are 
Scaring in other Muslim eoun- 

mefwhere militant Islam and 
Sabrism are in conflict - sod. as 
Algeria. Egypt. Somalia and so 

on. 

Secular nationalism, having 
tnkmover the popular straggle t, 
tom 1 milftant Islam, in a return*' 
itself being taken over 
bv the latter, mainly because the 
K^ndem nationalist states are 

£££ed as bavmgfeiled to give 

their citizens a good life 
something to believe in . Certain- 
ly as compared to the national- 
ists the Islamists are more com- 
mitted, disciplined and less cor- 
rupt 

It is doubtful whether members 
of the secular Palestinian groups, 
Fateh, the Popular Front and 
others would have endured the 
hardships of the expelleescamp £ 
in southern Lebanon with the 
same determination as the follow- 
ers of Hamas. But whatever the 
moral qualities of the Islamists, if 
every political straggle in the 
Third World against, for inst- 
ance, the sole superpower, the 
U.S., is to be taken over tbe 
Islamists, the result would be a 
succession of religious wars, of 
crusades versus Jihads — a daunt- 
ing prospect 


IT iis artkle appears stmohaaeoos- 
ty in tbe Jordan Tknes and the 
Middle East International 


OP 1 


i# • 


V 


> 




A- 


Containing Russia 

A task for the future?- f 


By Brian Beedham 

LONDON — The democracies of 
the Atlantic world may soon have 
to make' a hard decision about 
Russia. The way things are going 
in Moscow, the flagging liberal- 
ism of Boris Yeltsin may not stay 
in command of events much lon- 
ger. 

If Russia then lurches off down 
a different road, the democracies 
will have to choose. Do they still 
treat Russia as the centerpiece of 
their policy towards the ex- 
Co mmunist world, or does the 
building of tbe necessary precau- 
tions against this different Russia 
become the' new centerpiece? 

The end of the Yeltsin period 
and the arrival of a surlier Russia 
are not yet certainties, but they 
suddenly seem much likelier than 
recently. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself, so recently 
claiming to be “master” of his 
country, has had to make conces- 
sion after concession to the con- 
servatives and nationalists who 
dominate Russia’s parliament. 
The Russian economy staggers 
along the brink of hyperinflation, 
its chances of not falling over tbe 
edge depending largely on how 
mnefa money is printed by a cen- 
tral bank whose attitude towards 
money-printing is that of the 
purple-nosed man who keeps on 
saying one more drink can’t hurt. 
The Russian army, now of du- 
bious utility for military pur- 
poses, is said to be thinkine of 
going into politics instead. 

If things do snap, the result will 
not be a return to Marxism. The 
Russians have had enough of 
that. But it could be a period of 
grumpy conservatism, in which 
Russia turns its bade on the world 
while it fiddles hopelessly with its 
own economy. Or it could be a 
spell of populist nationalism, in 
which Russia gets pugnadous ab- 
out the rights of Russians living in 
other parts of the ex-Soviet Un- 
ion (Tbe Serbia option, you 
might say). Or Russia could just 
disintegrate, into three parts or 
20 . 

In any of these cases, it will no 

longer make much sense to think 
of Russia as a natural partner for 
the West. The new Russia will hp 
toochip-on-s boulder, or too^ 
with its own concerns, to be of 
any help to the democrades in 
coping with the turbulent end-of- 
me-century world. Its own hopes 
of becoming 3 proper democracy 
will be in at least temporary 

faspension. The map may no 
longer even contain a realis- 
able Russia. & 


There will still be things to be 
done with this Russia, or its 
fragments. Hard work will still be 
needed to keep its nuclear 
weapons under control, and to 
persuade it not to sell its tanks 
and gin* throughout Asial^ 
Africa. But these things will add 
^ to a policy of containment 
^cooperation - because Russia 

rt n8CT 5* 10 cooperate* 

rrrm^^k!! *** inevitably 
ttmi to the tangle of countries 

between Russia and the West __ 

from Poland and Hunearv to 

Betow and Ukraine 
there on the flank KawtlcS? 

wffl cpme the hSd'de^,^* 1 * 
Rwaan nationalism turning fro™ 

^ talk into biSS m | c ^ 


They will point out that Russia 
still has nuclear weapons but that 
they (apart, conceivably, from 
Ukraine) do not. Even those 
physically most distant from Rus- - 
sia and farthest along the road to 
free-market democracy — the 
Czechs, Hungarians and Poles — 
will be frightened. 

It will be hard to ignore their - 
appeals. The worse things gOMn 
Russia, the more important it is 
that the people of the middle 
ground between Russia and (ire 
West should be helped to build 
up their own economic efficiency 
and democratic stability. That 
means, among other things, 
keeping them from felling back 
Into the grasp of a Russia that has 
gone wrong. 

It is not merely for the satisfac- 
tion of good-hearted Western 
liberals that this will need to he 
'done. In pure self-interest, the 
democrades cannot afford to see 
a bad-tempered, nationalist post- 
Yeltsin Russia push its zone of 
influence back towards the bor- *. 
der of Germany. Much of what $ 
the democracies' cold war victory 
had won would then be lost 
again. 

If Russia does go wrong, the 
democrades will have to reorga- 
nise their policy east of the River 
Oder. The only thing that could 
make this untrue would be for an 
even bigger problem country — 
China — to go wrong too. 

So far, China’s recent combina- 
tion of astonishing economic 
growth and still dictatorial gov- 
ernment has caused no senoiis 
difficulty for the West. But this 
may not continue. If China’s 
growth goes on rocketing upr 
y'ard, without turning the country 
into a democracy, there could be 
trouble. 

* 7\ ere already signs that a 
neb but still Communist-run Chi- 
na will seek to make itself a 
global military power. That is 
almost bound to lead it into a 
clash with the democrades. 

If it does, the democrades may 
have to swallow their dislike of. a 
Russia changed for the worse 
because a China changed for tiiS 
worse would be even more wor- 
A nuclear-armed author- 
ttanan China with well over a 
Djiiion people and a high- 
technology army and air force is 
an awesome thought. It could 

J "*?* k «ping Russia 
(which would find it equally awe- 
some) as the West’s ally- 

loin ^ ,nst . 0l J Churchill said in 
Explaining his decision te 
back Stahn against Hitler, you 
sometimes have to take the devil 
as your friend. 

But if this does not happen — if 
a ncher China turns out to brS 
‘* beraI ’ .Peaceful China — tin* 

back to the westdn 
and southern neighbours of Rfr 

If post- Yeltsin Russia is the 

bSn? e S* mc placc li lo °ks like 
8, t Europe and America will 

a long neglected 

S-TlcWn Eu f? >ean Commun- 
j£^C) Will need to consider far 

membership for those’of 

««ghb°uis that have be- 
The Pluralist. 

Tr?«yOn£ 
draw com! NATO ) w™ have to 

sort of line against the 

U^P?Jjs»on of Russian national- 

££ to^ 8 ^. 0 * * may be neces- 

Stoclear^^ 111 *° Russia Why 
r blackmail will not 
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Opinion poll indicates preferences. I Hamas ‘surprised’ at U.S. decision 


(Contained from page 1) 

processing the infonnation and will not keep anything back when 
we decide to release it." 

The survey was financed by a grant from the Washington-based 
National Endowment for Democracy. 

we are a non-partisan, un- biased academic institution and we* 
do not want to politicise the issue," said Dr. Mustafa Hamameh, 
director of the centre. 

“We will release the findings of the study in due time after 
properly collating the infonnation and analysing the data,” he told 
the Jordan Times, indicating that the centre would go public with 
the findings after the holy month of Ramadan. 

The sources who provided some of the results of the opinion poll 
could not offer precise percentage points vis-a-vis various opinions 
and positions that the survey came up with. But, among the major 
findings, according to the sources, are: 

— A big part of the electorate/about 90 per cent does not trust 
any political party and would not be swayed by . political, 
ideological or religious slogans; 

“Jordanian political parties continue to suffer under the stigma 
of disloyalty, dishonesty and bleak history," said one source. “This 
is evident in the finding of the study; very few respondents said 
they were inclined to join political parties or party-oriented 
political activities.'' 

This opinion appeared to be augmented tiy the revelation from 
another source that only around 14.000 eligible voters — less than 

■ one per cent of the electorate — have registered as members in the 
16 political parties which were granted legal recognition since 
September last year. 

According to the source, less than seven per cent of eligible 
Jordanian voters have shown an interest in joining political parties 
in the long run. While some Jordanian analysts see this as 
“pathetic," European experts point out that the seven-per-cent 
figure is high when compared with some of the European 
' countries. 

, They cite Germany as an example where 2.2 million — less than 
three per cent of the 80 million population — are registered 
members of political parties. 

— Candidates who are “able to provide the best of social and 
economic services to constituents" stand the best chance of winning 
the next elections. 

“Those presenting themselves as lawmakers based on ideologies 
and platforms will draw very little votes when compared with 
candidates who are seen as capable of offering the best of public 
services," said one of the analysts privy to the findings of the poll. 
“The only exception perhaps would be a small number of 
constituencies in the Amman area,” he added. 

In essence, it means that “the Jordanian society remains very 
much along the patriarchial lines where patronage plays the main 
roie.” 

^ — After services, the next areas of preferences for the voters are: 
Courage, piety, honesty and tribal and family affiliations, in that 
order. 

“Coupled with the ability to secure services for the constituents, 

. these represent an unbeatable combination of qualities as far as the 
electorate is concerned," said the analyst. “Such candidates could 
come from any shade of the political spectrum: Muslim fun- 
. damentalists. Communists, Baathists, socialists, leftists or tradi- 
. tionalists.” 

At the same time,' the survey also found that candidates with 
pro-establishment tendencies will have a slight edge in the next 
elections unlike the 1989 polls, which were held seven months after 
the resignation of a government engulfed in controversies. 

“Obviously many candidates took advantage of the discontent 
with the government to gain votes by adopting ami-establishment 
platforms during the last elections," said the analyst 'The survey 
strongly indicates that this may no longer be the case since there is 
an increasing recognition of the performance of the governments 
that took power since then." 

— Every group, regardless of their ideologies and political 

■ leanings, have to come up with a concerted approach in choosing* 
their, candidates with the. right qualities, rather than taking for 

. granted that the candidates who won in November 1989 would be 
automatically reelected. 

— Voter turnout in the next elections will be double that of the 
November 1989 perils, when slightly over 40 per cent of the eligible, 
voters bothered to go to the voting booth. 

Analysts saw this eventuality meaning a shift in the balance of 
power in favour of centrists and liberals in the 80-member Lower 
House, where the Muslim Brotherhood is the single largest bloc 
with 23 seats. At the same time, the Brotherhood or any other 
group, regardless of political platforms, could emferge as the 
strongest force if it could come up with candidates “with the 
unbeatable combination of qualities,” said the analyst. 

It is widely accepted that the Brotherhood, the best organised 
political grouping in the country, had mustered and secured the 
optimum number of votes it could have hoped for during the 
November 1989 elections and was successful in gaining 23 seats in 
the House since many non-Brotherhood voters did not bother to 
vote. Another element that helped the Brotherhood was the 
marked absence of any other organised political group and disarray 
among the leftists. 

— Jordanian women are relatively apathetic to joining political 
parties and activities. 

— A majority of the electorate thinks that the current Lower 
House has done well although less than 25 per cent are actually 
aware of the laws and measures adopted by the House since its 
election in November 1989. 

The most understood and appreciated legislative issue among the 
target audience of the survey was the abolition of martial law, 
beginning early 1990, the poll found. 

“In general, they are giving fair marks to the current House as 
well as the government.” said the analyst. “They are saying ‘both 
have done well, but need to do a lot more’." 


Palestinians sceptical over U.S. pledge 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

its role in handling Resolution 
799, then the Palestinians would 
-come “under tremendous press- 
/. lire” from both Israel and the 
_.U.S. to accept less than a com- 
plete withdrawal from all the 
/ territories the Jewish state occu- 
;.-pied in 1967. including Arab East 
‘Jerusalem. 

* The Palestinian leadership is 
’ now seeking a clarification on the 
' -form and content of American 

participation, according to a 
senior PLO official. 

“We requested from the U.S. a 
■.new letter of assurances that their 
*• participation will be based on the 
. original letter of assurances and 
■ letter of invitation to the Madrid 
.conference and to clarify their 
position on 242 and 338,” the 
official, speaking on condition of 
'’anonymity, told the Jordan 
“Times. 

* The official added the U.S. 
informed the Palestinian that the 
American role would be discus- 
sed with Russia, a co-sponsor of 
the talks. The source added that 
the PLO was convinced this role 
would not be similar to that of the 
Camp David discussions where 
the U.S. actually sat on the nego- 
dating table during the Israeli- 

- Egyptian peace talks in the late 

1970s. 

Opponents of the peace talks, 
however, expect that a direct 
American role meant a Camp 
David-styie approach where the 
U.S. would “dictate” how the 
' talks between Israel and the 
Arabs should proceed. 

“With the Americans sitting on 
the table, the U.S. would most 


likely prepare a settlement, prob- 
ably unsatisfactory to all parties 
in the talks, but will have to be 
signed by the participants who 
will claim they bad come under 
pressure to sign," predicted 
Labib Kamhawi, a political 
analyst and strong opponent of 
tile peace process. 

But for the Palestinians in- 
volved in the process, an Amer- 
ican clarification on their inter- 
pretation of 242 and 338 as well as 
a declaration that the U.S. re- 
gards the occupied territories as' 
such and not as “disputed areas” 
would be sufficient to believe that 
the U.S. would be impartial in its 
role. 

According to Palestinian dele- 
gates, one of the main obstacles 
resulting in the stalemate on the 
Palestiman-IsraeK track of the 
negotiations was that Israel re- 
gards the West Bank and Gaza as 
"disputed areas,” while the 
Palestinians insist on dealing with 
it as “occupied Palestinian terri- 


occupie 

tory (OPT).” 

■ 

"If the Americans declare that 
this area is OPT and not disputed 
land, then resolutions 242 and 
338 would automatically mean 
Palestinians would have foil juris- 
diction over the land,” Mr. 
Arouri told the Jordan Times. 

He added that such an Amer- 
ican clarification — “in die form, 
of an agreement signed by both 
the U.S. and Israel” — would 
give a “very positive push for the 
peace process." 

“But if this did not happen,” 
Mr. Arouri said, “then we would 
be better off without the Amer- 
ican partnership.” 


' (Continued from page 1) 

that contacts had taken place 
between American diplomats and 
“some people associated with 
Hamas." But he denied the exist- 
ence of a political dialogue be- 
tween them. 

The State Department spokes- 
man said U.S. embassies, particu- 
larly the mission in Amman, 
maintained a variety of contacts 
with people to discuss the de- 
velopment of political Islam and 
Islamic currents m the Islamic 
World. 

“We don't have a political dia- 
logue with Hamas, and given the 

current situation, we have in- 
structed our embassies not to 
continue those contacts,' 1 Mr. 
Boucher told reporters Tuesday. 

In addition to meeting the 
American diplomat. Hamas rep- 
resentatives also launched con- 
tacts with the Amman-based 
ambassadors of Britain, Ger- 
many, and Italy. According to 
Hamas officials, discussions dur- 
ing these meetings focused on 
Hamas’ political views, its 
opposition to peace negotiations 
with Israel, and the Palestinian 
demand for the immediate imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799 calling 
for the immediate return of the 
Palestinians expelled in Decem- 
ber. 

"We were told by Eric 
(Gaudiosi) that Israel might be 
returning a small number of 
Palestinians expelled since 1967, / 
and that it would make some 
improvements in human rights 
conditions in the occupied terri- 
tories,” Mr. Nazzal said. He also 
said that the American diplomat 
informed the Hamas delegation 
that the U.S. was trying to 
achieve the return of the latest 
group of expellees, who are 
stranded in South Lebanon be- 
tween Israeli and Lebanese army 


lines. 

The America n-Hamas contacts 
were a source of concern for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), particularly that 
Washington has repeatedly rebuf- 
fed PLO request for a resumption 
of the U.S.-PLO dialogue sus-. 
pended in 1990. 

Despite its publicly stated mod- 
erate views and close involve- 
ment in the Mideast peace pro- 
cess through Palestinian nego- 
tiators from the Israeli-occupied 
territories, the mainstream PLO 
has not succeeded in convincing 
the 'U.S. of reppening the dia- 
logue. 

The meetings between Hamas 
and American diplomats were 
viewed with suspicion by the 
PLO, which described the con- 
tacts as an infringement on the 
organisation's legitimacy as the 
sole representative of the Palesti- 
nian people, something that 
Hamas itself does not acknow- 
ledge. 

Hamas did consider its meet- 
ings with American and other 
Western diplomats as “an in- 
direct international recognition of 
its strength and political weight in 
the Palestinian political arena." 
according to Mr. Nazzal. 

He emphasised that Hamas 
would continue to prove its 
strength as “an influential Palesti- 
nian force with significant politic- 
al weight.” 

Meanwhile, a formal statement 
issued by Hamas described* 
American officials 1 suggestions 
that the group was a suspect in 
the World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing. 

The statement called on 
Washington to withdraw such 
“provocative statement and to 
apologise to our people.” 

It also urged the U.S. to be 
"accurate and objective before 
making such irresponsible state- 
ments. 


Somalis declare weaponry, manpower 


(Continued from page 1) 

sites have been identified the men 
and (light) weapons wilt then 
be placed in these transitional 
sites.” 

The ceasefire and disarmament 
committee broke up after a day's 
meeting Tuesday but agreed to 
meet again on March 30 when it 
will evaluate more information 
from the factions about the 
weapons. 

Turkey said Wednesday the 
time was not ripe for the U.S.-led 
force in Somalia to hand over to.-r 
U.N. peacekeepers commanded 
by a Turkish general. 

“It seems it is too early to begin 
a U.N. (peacekeeping) operation 
in Somalia. Turkey has relayed 
this impression to the United 
Nations, 1 ' Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ferhat Ataman said 
in Ankara. 

An American soldier was killed 
Wednesday by a land mine and 
another U.S. soldier died when 
his truck crashed, a military 
spokesman said. 

That brought to six the number 
of Americans killed in Operation 


Restore Hope, two of them in 
traffic accidents. 

The spokesman also announced 
that two marines faced hearings 
over whether they used excessive 
force in shootings that killed one 
young Somali and wounded 
anotiher. The hearings, the first 
since the U.S. led military coali- 
tion arrived in December, could 
lead to court-martials and possi- 
ble prison sentences. 

Marine Colonel Tred Peck said 
at least two other shootings were 
being investigated for excessive 
force. ' ' ' - - 

The latest American killed was 
a member of the U.S. Army's 
Special Forces, who died 
Wednesday after the humvee he 
was riding in struck a land mine 
while going to a meeting of Soma- 
li elders in a town ISO kilometres 
northeast of Delet Huen, Coi. 
Peck said. 

The soldier was taken to a 
Canadian field hospital at Delet 
Huen, 330 kilometres north of 
Mogadishu, where he died. Col. 
Peck said. The soldier’s name was 
being withheld until his family 
could be notified. 


According to Hamas spokes- 
man in Jordan Ibrahim Gboshe. 
the comments in reference came 
from James Fox, bead of the New 
York office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations (FBI). 

“We reject the baseless accusa- 
tion, which aims at hurting our 
people and movement and under- 
ming our image,” Mr. Ghoshe 
said. 

Mr. Nazzal said of the reported 
American comments: “We have 
not threatened American in- 
terests anywhere in the world. 
Our policy is well known to the 
U.S.: It is a legitimate struggle 
against the Zionist enemy.” 

In Tunis, PLO official express- 
ed satisfaction over the U.S. deci- 
sion to end contacts with Hamas. 

Through the contacts with 
Hamas,’ the United States was 
aiming at dividing the Palestinian 
ranks and putting pressure on the 
PLO to obtain more conces- 
sions.” said Abdullah Hourani, a 
member of the PLO's Executive 
Committee. 

Now that the United States has 
ended these contacts, “it is clear 
that Hamas should not have been 
mistaken that the U.S. was going 
to recognise it and consider it as 
an alternative (to the PLO),” he 
said. 

The head of the PLO's In- 
formation Department, Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, said it would have 
no comment on the U.S. deci- 
sion. 

Israel welcomed the U.S. 
move. 

“We appreciate the American 
wisdom, or the administration's 
wisdom in cutting contacts with 
those who are trying to kill the 
peace in order to enable this 
process to go on," Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami told Reuters. 

Asked if Israel had urged 
Washington to cut contacts with 
Hamas, Ben Ami said: “We are 
not discussing our diplomatic 
contacts.” 


U.N. team 

(Continued from page 1) 

with all regulations that it should 
comply on the nuclear factor.” 

Mr. Perricos said Iraq's reluct- 
ance to reveal names of its supply 
network was a major obstacle to 
foil compliance. “If you are going 
to get some (names) that would 
be a good faith. If you do not get 
anything, then all the words will 
remain words.” ' 

Iraq says naming individuals 
would make them targets for 
Israeli assassination or persecu- 
tion in- their r own -countries. 

Mr. Perricos said the U.N. had 
never asked for names of Iraqi 
scientists. “We know enough 
names of Iraqi scientists to ask 
them for interviews if we 
wanted.” 

Mr. Perricos said Iraq was 
under obligation not only to hon- 
our Security Council Resolution 
687 but also subsequent resolu- 
tions enshrining the mechanism 
for its current and future com- 
pliance. 

"Basically we have not seen 
everything and this is the part of 
the problem we are having.” 


Israeli guard stabbed in Jerusalem 


(Continued from page I) 

Mr. Rabin has informed the 
cabinet that a discussion of the 
future of Gaza would take place 
“very soon.” 

Health Minister Haim Ramon 
renewed the idea of unilateral 
withdrawal, raised after past stab- 
bing attacks by Gazans in Israel. 
He suggested Israel' should 
announce it would pull out with- 
in two years. 

“There is nothing there for 
us... if we don't decide to get out 
of Gaza and if no settlement is 
reached, we are allowing the 
Palestinians to force us to stay 
there,” Mr. Ramon said. 

But others said cutting off 
Gaza, whose devastated economy 
cannot support its population, 
would only increase violence 
aimed at Israel. 


r 


Housing Minister Benjamin 
Ben Eliczcr said it would be 
easier for Israel to withdraw from 
the Weft Bank where Palestinian 
residents could cross into Jordan 
for work. 

In Gaza “where is their out- 
let?” the sea?” Mr. Ben Eliezer 
asked. “They will jump the 
fences and kill just to steal food.” 
However, Mr. Ben Eliezer 
added: “I wish we could get up 
and leave tomorrow.” 

.Former Foreign Minister 
David Levy of the opposition 
Uknd Party asserted that pulling 
out of Gaza would turn the area 
into a “terrorist bed,” launching 
attacks on Israel. 

Mr. Rabin, while not addres- 
sing calls for withdrawal, has said 
be does not support a blanket, 
indefinite closure of Gaza. 


After the Tel Aviv murders, 
Mr. Rabin also resisted public 
call* for Israel to drop out of the 
Arab-Israeti peace talks 
Arieh Manor, . cabinet secret - 
ary in the right-wing government' 
of the late Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, backed Mr. 
Rabin’s stand in a newspaper 
column, saying Israel had tried- 
everything but peace to stop 
Palestinian attacks on its citizens. 

“We have not tried to see bow 
the Palestinians would act under; 
peace conditions when they will 
have something to lose if they 
violate it,” Mr. Manor wrote in - 
% Yedioth Ahronotb- 

Anny radio quoted Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, a spokesman for; 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in Tunisia, as 
saying the Gaza closure was. 
another obstacle to the resump-; 
tion of the U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks. 



AMMAN ACADEMY 


KHALDA- AMMAN 


AT THE REQUEST OF PARENTS , 

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 

BOYS SCHOOL 

FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 1993/94 IN GRADES 7-8-9 

WE ALSO CONTINUE TO ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR 
KINDERGARTEN, BOYS AND GIRLS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ( GRADES 1-6 ), BOYS AND GIRLS 

GIRLS SCHOOL ( GRADES 7-9 ) 

WELL BALANCED QUALITY EDUCATION AND COMPREHENSIVE 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

WE PREPARE OUR STUDENTS FOR THE JORDANIAN TAWJUH 1 

AND GCE EXAMS 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED TEACHING STAFF 

REASONABLE FEES 

TRANSPORT IS PROVIDED AT COST ON OUR PRIVATE BUSES 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR SIBLINGS AND EXCELLENCE RANGING FROM 

10 TO 50 PER CENT OF PRESCRIBED FEES 

FOR APPLICATIONS AND ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL ON US AT OUR 
LIAISON OFFICE AT ABU-ZEID CENTER, UM UTHAINA , 1ST FLOOR 
OFFICE NO. 12 . OR CALL TELEPHONE NO. 688335 OR WRITE TO 
P.O.BOX 830476 , POSTAL CODE 11L83, AMMAN JORDAN. FAX 688335 

DAILY FROM 9 AM TO 3 PM DURING RAMADAN , 7 DAYS A WEEK 

DON’T FORGETTO ASK FOR A COPY OF OUR BROCHURE .. 





EXECUTIVE AND ADVISORY BODIES 

PRESIDENT MUNZERFAHOUM ggg CHAIRMAN, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

PRINCIPAL NAWAL HASHISHO KAMAL |jgf PROFESSOR OMAR AL-SHAI1CH 
HEADS OF SCHOOLS DIANA AFRANJI ■ FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

ALIA SNOB AR ™ UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 

RESIDENT ADVISOR DR. AUDEH AL-HALTEH 
MANAGER FINANCE AND ADMINSIRAHON YOUSEF NAHHAS 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AIR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 







J CROWN INTL ESI, 

H Packing, shipping 
® Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air. Sea and Land 


susBEmsBmoifisEBms 






FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


Ttr Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 
■fir Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Uphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 



4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



Special Chinese Foods 



Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia THotel 
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face Tasked 
afcKtfs Lowed 
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We are open * 
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£ Taste and enjoy our special 
dinner in Ramadan. 

* Special' Chinese dishes & best 
sea food. 

fr Excellent IFTAR dinner daily 
with special price. 

Open daily 5:00-midnight 

Jafaal AJ Hussein, Ministry 
of Trade 5 Industry Road. 

TeL 66775$ 



£JCINC ' 


AUTHENTI 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 


■s 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
State, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tef: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open da ily 12:00-3:30 
' p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight 






The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12$fr3:30 
p.m. 

7.*00 — Midnight- 

Tef. 638968 


g#’ 

8 For the best 
i for your 
I MONEY... 

YA- 
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AVIS 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette hi every room-! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAKOTEL 

■LuqhlS 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax KG434 
Telex 23888 DAFtOTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 

Businessmen 



Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and AmrnaqJ^iow has its own. 

Where you can most exquisite 

Chinese di^es£f^E&h4hd dinner. 
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Jordan Times’ 
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Hotel 


Tel. 674295 oTCTTfi - ext 6338 
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Courier defeats Wheaton; I Ben Johnson tests positive 


Edberg eliminated 


again for drugs — newspaper 


INDIAN WELLS. California 
(AP) — Top seeded Jim Courier 
defeated David Wheaton in 
straight sets Tuesday, but No. 3 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden was 
upset by Richey Reneberg in 
second round action of the $1.7 
million Champions Cup. 

Courier, the No. 1 player in the 
world, struggled a bit in beating 
Wheaton 6-3, 7-6 (7-5). needing 
nearly two hours to advance to 
the third round, where he’ll meet 
Todd Martin. 

Reneberg ranked 60th in the 
world, outlasted Edberg 6-3, 4-6, 
6-4 by winning the final four 
games of the match. 

In other second-round action, 
fourth seeded Michael Chang eli- 
minated Jonathan Stark 6-4, 6-4; 
Martin upset 16th seeded Amaud 
Boetsch of France 6-4. 5-7. 7-6, 
and 13th seeded Malivai 
Washington topped Jakob Hlasek 
of Switzerland 6-2. 6-2. 

Marc Rosset of Switzerland 
was scheduled to face Mark 
Woodforde of Australia, but 
Woodforde withdrew because of 
a strained left hamstring. Diego 
Perez was a last minute replace- 
ment. 

Courier said he never goL into a 
solid rhythm against Wheaton. 

“I was just hanging in there, 
frying to hold serve,” Courier 
said. “He's veiy dangerous. 
When he plays me, he tries to 
dictate everything. He takes 
chances and takes big risks.” 

Wheaton said he thought both 
he and Courier played well. 

“It didn’t feel like a second 
round match,” Wheaton said. “It 
was more like a semifinal or a 
final because of the intensity. 1 
felt like I did what I needed to 
do.” 

Reneberg beat Edberg for the 
first time after losing five matches 
to the world's third ranked play- 
er. In the eighth game of the third 
set, with Edberg ahead a service 
break, Reneberg took a 40-level 
lead before Edberg won two 
points. However, Reneberg hit a 
forehand winner to even the set. 

Reneberg then held service and 


Z 




Jim Courier fudowing through on his serve 


broke Edberg again to end the 
2-hour, 4-minute match. 

“There's no question I played 
about as well as I could, and he 
didn’t play his best,” Reneberg 
said. "I’m very happy that for the 
first time , I’ve beaten a guy m the 
top five.” 

Edberg said he blew the 
chances he had to finish off Re- 
neberg. 


“At 4-3, I was serving quite 
well, and he returned well, and 
he changed everything,” Edberg 
said. “I lost my timing a little 
bit.” 


Graf scores easy win 


TORONTO (R) — Canadian 
Ben Johnson, who served a two- 
year suspension after failing a 
drugs test at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics, has tested positive 
again, the Toronto Star newspap- 
er reported Wednesday. 

The Star said Johnson's posi- 
tive test bad been confirmed by 
three independent sources, all of 
whom spoke to. the paper on 
condition that they would not be 
identified. 

Asked whether the Star could 
report that Johnson had tested 
positive, one highly-placed 
source replied: “You would be 
accurate,*' the newspaper re- 
ported. 

In London, International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) spokeswoman Jayne 
Pearce said the federation had no 
confirmation of a positive test. 

“We have no confirmation of a 
case involving Ben Johnson,” 
Pearce said. “We will be in a 
position to comment after the 
doping commission meets.” 

The Star said when Johnson 
was contacted at home and asked 
about the report he replied “no 
comment” and when pressed 
used a profanity in ordering a 
reporter from his property. 

“A source said the five- 
member IAAF doping commis- 
sion is trying to co-ordinate 
everyone's schedule for a meeting 
to review Johnson's case in Lon- 
don, England. Four or five possi- 
ble dates have been given to each 
member,” the Star said. 

IAAF sources said the doping 
commission was scheduled to 
meet soon but not necessarily in 
London. 

They said commission chair- 
man, Sweden's Arne Ljungqvist 
was due to return home Wednes- 
day after an overseas trip. 

The Star said Johnson, 31, had 
been tested three times over six 
days in mid-January before leav- 
ing for indoor races in Europe. 

He was tested at the Hamilton 
Spectator Indoor Games January 
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Canad i an sprinter Ben Johnson at a press conference at the Seoul 
Olympics, where be was stripped of Us 106 metres gold medaL 
Johnson has now allegedly failed another test and might face fifetime 
ban (AFP photo) 


15, at a Grand Prix event in 
Montreal January 17 and in a 
random test two days later in 
Toronto. 

The paper said a source told it 
the IAAF doping commission 
would be examining testosterone 
levels in Johnson's urine sample. 

High testosterone levels, which 
can result from performance- 
enhancing drugs such as anabolic 
steroids, enable athletes to train 
harder and recover quicker from 
training sessions. 

If Johnson is guilty of using 
drugs he will be automatically 
banned for life. 

“Speculation about Johnson 
began to surface when be made a 
hasty exit from the Canadian 
Indoor Track and Field Cham-, 
p ion ships in Winnipeg February 
19,” the Star said. 

Johnson appeared at the cham- 
pionships, the qualifying event 
for the World Indoors, but advis- 
ers told him not to race because 
of a week-old hamstring injury.. 


the World Indoor Championships 
in order to save both themselves 


and the organisers any possible 
embarrassment.” the Star said. 


embarrassment,” the Star said. 

The championship start in 
Toronto March 12, without John- 
son. 

The Canadian, who won the 

1987 world title in Rome in world 
record time, was stripped of his 

1988 Olympic 100 metres gold 
medal and suspended from com- 
petition for two years after a 
banned anabolic steroid was 
found in his urine at the Seoul 
Games. 


In 1989 he was stripped of all 
his world outdoor and indoor 
records as well as the world title. 

After serving his suspension he 
returned to athletics and com- 
peted at last year’s Barcelona 
Olympics but finished last in his 
100 metres semifinal. 

In January and February this 
year, Johnson posted impressive 
times at indoor meetings. In 


“There has been some specula- February he won a 50 metres 
tin in Canadian track circles that evetn hi France in 5.65 seconds, 
the IAAF might try to keep a lid just 0.04 of a second outside the 
on die Johnson case until after world record. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 5, 1993 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
beautiful 'evening for expressing 
your own conventional attitudes 
that have sened you so well in the 
past. An usual benefit comes to 
you in surprise package that you 
don't expect. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
Don't get involved in a new 
scheme in the morning while later 
you find that you arc a Me to find 
the right way to increase your 
vocational know how. 


avoided by absenting yourself but 
tonight you find ways to have a 
wonderful time at some new in- 
teresting pleasure. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Refrain from uttering that 
snide comment in tfh; morning to 
an ally but tonight you can have a 
very good time with your family at 
home. 


It was easy for Steffi Graf but a 
struggle for Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario as the top seeds won their 
opening matches Tuesday in the 
$375,000 Virginia Slims of Flor- 
ida tennis tournament. 

One of a trio of three-time 
winners of the tournament in its 
nine years, Graf rolled past 
Yayuk Basuki of Indonesia 6-2, 
6-1. 

Spain's Sanchez Vicario. the 
second seeded player here, was 
pushed almost to the limit before 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan leads Bulls to sixth- 
straight victory 


Sheffield United beat Tottenham 6-0 


outlasting Canadian Helen Kele- 
si, 7-6. (7-3) and 7-5. 


TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
You (.'.in be mistaken in a business 
matter early in the day sn double 
check data while later you can 
make strides in some new direc- 
tions. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don't let a partner change arrange- 
ments you have jointly made in the 
morning while tonight you can 
carry through with your own part 
of any. all deals. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
■lull 21) A slow Man on your joh 
can be anticipated so do' not get 
discouraged while later conditions 
come lu light to aid your future 
progress 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider well what you and your mate 
have :o say in one another in the 
morning hut tonight you can get 
into activities facing you and orga- 
nise them vvrv well. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Trouble at home earlv can he 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 2) ) You have the tendency to 
do something of an adverse prac- 
tical nature after hreukfast but 
tonight getting some desired data 
puts you on the right path. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You sec things all 
wrong so don't commit yourself in 
the morning even though your 
judgement about money and your 
properly is OK. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don't worry so much 
in the morning over a condition 
that you can do nothing about but 
tonight you see what to do to 
better advance your own interests. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take it easy in the morning 
and go after only impersonal aims 
that motivate you while later you 
can get a better idea on how to gain 
cherished desires. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Y’our worldly standing can be 
under fire in the morning so be like 
Ceasars wife, above reproach, hut 
tonight you make big headway 
towards a worthwhile ambition. * 


Blasting away with a serve that 
sometimes readied 200 mph (160 
kph), Graf won 23 of 25 points on 
her first serve. She swept through 
eight straight games in one 
stretch and broke Basuki's ser- 
vice five times in the match that 
lasted just 47 minutes. 

“I played some solid tennis 
after we got going,” Graf said. 
“We were both a little tentative 
at the stan, getting used to the 
wind and the court surface.” 
This is the first time the tourna- 
ment has been played at the new 
Delray Beach Tennis Centre. 


Straight Victory LONDON (AP) — Struggling Sheffield United 

boosted its chances of avoiding relegation by 

RirmpRFORn w«, Te«ev (R) — Michael £ an *" ierin g eigfr place Tottenham 6-0 in the 
RUTHERFORD, New Jersey (R) Michael English Premier League soccer action. Another 

W **r C n 3 ^ ^ re ^ e g a ^ on threatened team, Middlesbrough, 

]e ^ ■ Bu S rZ, Nj C,r gained 8 1-0 victory at seventh-place Ipswich. The 

fni El* mean Sheffield United cLbed Sreeplaces 
the National Basketball above Nottingham Forest, Everton and Crystal 

Nets for the ninffi’ straight tim£ The game w^ ^^esS-o!^ dieted 19**17^ 

^ Jersey's Chris Morris solinteied a Premier League game between last place Oldham 

to and Liverpool was postponed because the Bound- 
b ^ rd * - In New Y ork, Patrick Ewing scored 18 Park field was frozen. 

of his 30 points in the first quarter to spur the New T „»k«u 

York Knicks to a 107-98 victory over the Atlanta Maradona considers playing in I urney 

Hawks. The Hawks lost their third in a row respite ISTANBUL (AP) — Argentine soccer megastar 
a game-high 42 points from Dominique Wilkins, Diego Maradona may soon play for a Turkish 
who sank 20 of 22 free throws. Atlanta has lost six team, press reports said Tuesday. Here for a 
of its last eight games. In Orlando, Shaquille friendly between his Spanish club FC Sevilla and 
O’Neal scored 25 points and pulled down 16 Galatasaray Istanbul, Maradona told reporters 
rebounds to lead the Orlando Magic to a 108-89 that he might join the Turkish club if he fails to get 
victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves. In what he wants from his present dub after his 
Indianapolis, Detlef Schrempf scored 26 points contract runs out at the end of this season Tur kish 
and Reggie Miller added 20 as the Indiana Pacers agency Anatolia quoted Maradona as complaining 
cniised to their thnd-sornght victory, a 109-95 to reporters that obscure players were fouling him 
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triumph over the slumping San Antonio Spurs. to ma ke headlines. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANfiAH HfftSCH 

i W ^ Media Sot m, ftic* 


Andy Capp 


WHY GUESS? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
«A54 
KQS32 
: A 4 2 

AO « 

WEST EAST 

+ «* * Q 10 9 fi 7 2 

7 5 r 9 8 

8 7 5 3 * Q 10 9 

* A 10 ft 6 6 4 + Q 2 

SOUTH 
♦ K63 


took the kins of spade*, planning to 
concede the third round in the hope 
that West would have to win. When 


A J 10 4 
KJ6 


* K J 7 
The bidding; 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pus 2 v Pan 

2 7 Pan 3 NT Pan 

4 Pan Pan Pan 

Opening had: Jack of * 

When this hand was played in a 
recent team match, declarer tried to 


— — " i I 'v om u rvu hi 

guess the location of a few key cards. 
Unfortunately, it «m Dot South’s 

L V I ■ .1 


lucky day, ami the contract was de- 
feated it could have been made 
without Fowling to a single guess. 

Korth'fi two diamonds was a 
transfer to hearts. As a res ult, a 
contract of four heart! traa reached 
in quick time. 

Declarer wod the opening spade 
lead in dummy, drew tramps and 


West showed out South tried a dif- 
ferent tack. The king and ace of 
diamonds were cashed, followed by 
a third diamond in an attempt to 
end play West should that defender 
hold the queen. 

East scored the lady, cashed a 
spade trick and exited with a low 
club. Naturally, declarer chose to go 
in with the Icing, and the defenders 
collected two club tricks for a one- 
trick set- Verily, it was a day to try 
men's souls. 

It ought not to have been. Declar- 
er came within a step of guarantee- 
ing the contract no matter how the 
cards were divided. South should 
have followed through by surrender- 
ing the spade anyway! When East 
wins, best defense is to shift to a 
diamond. Declarer follows low from 
hand and wins in dummy, then leads 
a dub and plays any honor from 
hand. 

Suppose declarer inserts the long 
and loses to the ace. A diamond 
return from West ia into declarer's 
major tenace and a club sets up 
South's jack for a diamond disca rd 
from the table. Either way, declarer 
loses only three tricks. 
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f FUNNVT^IMG-ME 

CAN SLEEP THROUGH 


ANVTfrHNg BUT, 
r MEPUrON® 
WcootTom 1 
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Mutton’ Jeff 
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F0BBCASr R ^ Mer F ° und * ion 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrokjge . 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Show that you want to get along 
wdl with others and tiunk along 
spiritual lines as you enjoy the 
Moon trine your planet of go°“ 
fortune. Jupiter and later m me 
'day Mercury and Ptyto.... 


ARIES: (March 21, to April 19) 
Don't seek any favours from those 
in power or authority in the 
iiig after which you have suflocn 
communications from a distance 
requiring a change of plans. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do 
your tasks quietly in the morning 
and you save considerable time 
and expense while later yon find it 
necessary to tow the line in any 
public activities. 


^ardsyou find 

as* 5i 

uons. ik™ #-mhl5f 23 to Ocwbcf 

LIBRA: September- 

22) This is juJ 

act too hastily with a*** * 
advisable later. 


1 s * \ 

'■Ilk. - 

; ft. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Avoid a conflict between your boss 
and an associate while later it is 
essential that you sidestep a con* 
firontation from a self righteous 
indMdual. 


BOVPawre — . T-» | -i 

and latbargk in thfi morning 
loo suddenly you feel a „ 

energy that can make you with 
too much haste and ad* creel. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) .Work will seem to be a 
real dr a g and outside interests 
attract but later you And you get 
inspiration requiring study before 
putting m motion. 


K O 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can't seem to get your talents in 
operation as you-- wish m the 
morning but shortly after you have 
a wrong hunch on bow best to 
project them so be cautious. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You awaken with a feeling that 


CAFRICORN: (December 22w 
January 20) Your personal goals. 
STfar a J, y but 
gain them now would be j 
S d require careful planning w 
effectuate your desires. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru 
ary 19) You feel you are too alone 
and want more company but it us 
not the day to seek those who do 
not come to you naturally, of flu if 
own volition. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You gel a poor stan on your 
outside duties today but then there 
seems to be a chance to do more 
than you had thought possible but 
results would be unsatisfactory. 


*Ji 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasfrergen 


• i * ^ • 


W' 


[mo* nr»C»- | 








I Til. I* 1 1 • 


'Stanley, has anyone told you that your 
cologne smells a lot like catnip?” 


•i > ' i 


41 -■,* - 


P**n«»ui Me* 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
f by Henri Arnold 


1 'Pu' 

i- 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square^ to form 
four ordinary words. 


WALOG 




O- — ^ 


Ur(ia« g«Txk 




- . J. I i I9« % 


I I % I * -*■ . 

■ ■■ ■■■ <r 


VEGIN 


l^keYiCi. \| .. 


PANDEM 




'si, » . 
■ » * 


MODCEY 


THIS GOES 
WITHOUT SAVINS 

IN these pays 

OF WISH PRICES. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gestad try the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GASSY CANAL ENGINE BEACON 


Answer How that shrewd parrot acted — CA GEY 


THE Daily Crossword byR^j^ 


1 Primate 
4 Mouthful 
8 Area meas. 
12 Pretty 

14 Verbal 

15 Long-running 
ptoy 

16 Verve 

17 Indy progress 


18 Parity: pret 

19 Mind one's — 

21 Rkfing whips 

22 Bamako's land 

23 Fives, of a fond 

24 Mfafth 

27 Fencing position 

28 — Park 

(Season’s home) 

29 C te 

30 Sheep 
33 Ages 


35 Languish 


37 Knightly 
expedition 

38 Trousers 



41 liqirfdatas 

42 Sudden storm 

43 Cougar 

44 Move in a 
wrig^n gway 

45 Certain student 
48 Phony 

43 inoigan 


52 Depth meas. 

53 Asea 

54 Roman gait) 
56 Piping note 

56 Ersat butter 

57 Invasion craft 


10 Mtopensabie 
things 

11 Egyptian 
goddess 

13 Paws 
15 Horse-Ska 

20 Treaty org. 

21 Ceases 

23 Ring game ring 

24 Ness et aL 

25 Of ffight pret 

26 Dallctent 

27 Russian beer 


DOWN 

1 One-spot 

2 Pith 

3 Greek tatters 

4 Bravery 

5 Baohdad 


31 Pot start 

32 Hodgepodge 

34 Fee&ig.ofa 
fdnd 

35 Sevated barrier 
37 Strange 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved- 


nnrjn GriHnn 

nnnn gggffi | 

nnnnn n nnnnli n n 

Hgran ~nnnn nn 

nnnnnracDHnn a n 

nrann nr.in n V- ! 
anon nnnSf, US 

pnnn nni rln 




BBugteeaB 

7 Loop trains 

8 Look 


9 Housing 


38 Question slyly 

40 Baked titan 

41 — Rico 

42 Amerind tody 

43 Common 


S3S5S**- SSL 
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Miyazawa 




few 

y 

. •* V 

'-•III 


I 


rules out 


% 


tax cut 


2 A : - Prime Minister 


■'T'l i 

f!T n L 0 ,5 position 

nc »* an.i> Jap®" should stimulate its 


m «1 



i* x 

« «* > 


i ■!■ 


v aln 


economy with lower inramf 

w ® must consider 
Whether such income tax cuts 
. would be effective and how to 
“’••‘••nut* I .v financf them” Mr. Miyazawa 
,T "-cn|V I'” ""If “£>« house of pariia- 
1 'hr v,.3 ' ■' meaL 1 believe tax credits would 
; cause problems. I cannot im- 
■- mediately agree to such opposi- 
»- non demands,” With Japan fec- 
m‘S one of the most stubborn 
f, downturn in decades, opposition 
part*** have urged the govem- 
, 1 ment and ruling Liberal Demo- 
crane Party (LDP) to revise the 

draft budget for 1992/93 to in- 


urr en 


cy 




- Cgj 

1 :» Ai.i'ti 




# «‘-4 


Mid { \ Afl . wuugci ror iwuw to in- 
■ • : ■*.. > . ■}!,'« elude income and other tax 

“ !* EES? .““mg 4 -26 trilBon yen 

($36.7 billion). 

1 »>• 


, ,ni nci . 

lit, - llna l 0 1 
l N s >^ 

-iS5 


S . Korean president orders sweeping 


measures to deregulate economy 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
New President Kim Young Sam 
Wednesday told his cabinet to 
come up with sweeping measures 
to . eas ^ ti Sht controls on the 
nation's slumping economy. 

Mr. Kim also moved loyalists 
into 50 key posts, including floor 
leader in parliament, to help push 
through planned reforms aimed 
at rooting out bureaucracy, cor- 
ruption and the legacy of past 
authoritarian governments. 

Mr. Kim’s instruction followed 
up his election campaign pledge- 
to revitalise the economy by 
phasing out government controls, 
which many believe are a drag on 
growth. The president, however, 

has not provided a detailed 

blueprint of his policies. 

“To build a new economy, we 
must boldly abolish government 
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Cairo Amman Bank 

UJ&. Dollar fin Knttnutiotial Markets 



Currency 

New Vo\k 
C€om 

■Mr 2 / 3/93 

Tokyo 

Ct06£ 

U^r 3 / 3/93 

Sterling Pound" 

1.4490 

7. '4540 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6390 

1.63S5 

Swiss Franc 

1.5 225 

7.5205 

French Franc 

5.5 605 

5.5573 ** 

Japanese Yen 

117.59 

116.75 

European Curreny Unit 

1.1145 

1:1072 ** 


» A 


Opnta* 44- MO i.bl (MT 


- 3/3/7993 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJs. Dot tar 

3.10 

3. IS 

3.25 

3.43 

Sterling Pound 

6.00 

5.SS 

5.69 

5.50 

Deutsche Marie 

0.37 

&.0C 

7.56 

7.00 

Swiss Franc 

5.37 

5.25 

4.93 

4.62 

French Franc 

11.43 

11.43 

70.43 

9.25 

Japanese Yen 

3.37 

3.26 

3.72 

3.12 

European Currency Unit 

9.50 

9.25 

S.93 

6.43 


lilcriwk bid ral« far 


rutdtae l r -S. IMlan I.NOjnoor equvafenK. 


r- 


3/5/1995 


Metal 

liSD/Oz 

jb/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

330.75 

6.35 

Silver 

3.59 

.080 


21 kmi 


&xn993 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6690 

0.6910 

Sterling Pound 

1.0011 

• 7.0067 

■ 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4207 

0.4226 

Swiss Franc 

0.4536 

0.4559 

French Franc 

0.1239 

0.7245 

Japanese Yen'' 

0.5970 

0.5940 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3740 

0.3759 

Swedish Krona 

0.0896 

0. 0900 

Italian Lira* 

0.0441 

0.0443 

Belgian Franc 

0.02041 

0.02057 


HIO 


3/3/1993 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Raliraini Dinar 

1.7980 

1.6170 

Lebanese Lira" 

0.03837 

m mm 


0.7830 

0.1645 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2220 

KBZS^B 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1665 

0.1676 

Egyptian Pound 

0.1940 

BBSSfli 

Omani Riyal 

1 . 7550 

7.7750 

UA£ Dirham 

0.7865 

mmm 

Greek Drachma ' 

0.3703 

0.3753 

Cypriot Pound 

7.397S 

7.4096 


IVr I M 


CAB Indices for Amman Fmaocial Market 


index 

7/3/7993 t 1 *** 

2 / 3/7993 Close 

All-Share 

1&9.&2 

789.90 

Banking Sector 

132.23 

732.39 

Insurance Sector 

210.67 

277.25 

Industry Sector 

269.78 

269.77 

Services Sector 

24S.07 

248.09 



LONDON 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates to r 
U3NDOP* t ki . ? M ^inst the dollar at nudsession 

^fh?^ndoS^ iTtogelnd bullion markets Wednes- 
<fay. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 

One ounce of P®l“ 


1.2458/63 

1.6355/65 

1.8388/96 

1.5130/40 

33.68/72 

5.5475/5525 

1562/1567 

116.60/65 

7.6555/6655 

6.9600/9700 

6.2750/2850 

$1.4560/70 

$329.30/329.70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


regulations and controls that are 
no longer appropriate to the pre- 
sent time,” the president told bis 
first cabinet meeting for econo- 
mic affairs. 

Mr. Kim ordered government 
agencies involved to come up 
with deregulation plans by March 
20 and begin revising rules and 
regulations immediately thereaf- 
ter. 

During ihe meeting. Deputy 


Prime Minister Lee Kyung Shik, 
who also serves as economic plan- 
ning minister, promised to ease 
the ti^tt controls on the financial 
sector, where the United States 
and other trading partners say 
foreign firms suffer from exces- 
sive restrictions. 


terest rates. 

Korea's economy is the world's 
10th largest. 


Mr. Kim also was reported 
planning sweeping changes this 
weekend that would affect nearly 
all vice ministers, heads of 
government-invested organ isar 


Under existing controls, senior 

government officials appoint tions, provincial governors. 


most bank executives and the mayors and envoys in key over- 
government get;? most bank in- seas posts. 


Former Soviet republics 



establish gas, oil council 


MOSCOW (AP) — Leaders of 
12 former Soviet republics Tues- 
day formed an inter- 
governmental council to coordin- 
ate efforts to stabilise and de- 
velop their oil and gas sectors, 
news agencies reported. 

The decision to form the coun- 
cil came during a two-day confer- 
ence on energy cooperation be- 
tween Commonwealth members 
held in the Siberian city of Surgut 
in Tyumen, Interfax and ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

The council, which was joined 
by all the former Soviet republics 
except Latvia. Estonia and Turk- 
menistan, will coordinate actions, 
between members in scientific,' 
technical, investment and other 
areas, the agencies said. 

A joint communique adopted 
in Surgut said the council would 
also help members to establish 
joint enterprises and develop 


direct trade and economic ties 
between members, Interfax re- 
ported. 

All European and Asian coun- 
tries are eligible to join the coun- 
cil, which would be based in 
Tyumen, Russia's main oil- 
producing region. 

Also at the conference, Russia 
agreed to continue supplying oil 
to Armenia, Belarus and Kyrgyz- 
stan in exchange for equipment 
and materials to prop up its ailing 
energy industry, Russian Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Georgy 
Khizba tokl Interfax. 

Russian Fuel and Energy 
Minister Yuri Shaffannik warned 
Monday that Russia would stop 
exporting gas and oil to the for- 
mer Soviet republics unless they 
provide financial support to the 
ailing industry. 

Mr. Khizha said no prices had 
been set yet concerning the bi- 


lateral agreements with Russia. 
He attended the talks in place of 
Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, who was ill. 

The agreements will set the 
stage for similar deals between 
Russia and other former Soviet 
republics, Mr. Khizha said. 

Georgia agreed at the confer- 
ence to supply pipes and engines 
to Russia in exchange for receiv- 
ing shares of Russian oil and gas 
enterprises, Georgian Deputy 
Prime Minister Tengiz Segua 
said. 

Mr. Khizha also said Russia 
would not suspend gas supplies to 
Ukraine unless prime ministers of 
both countries fait to agree on 
price issues when they meet in 
Moscow later this week. Interfax 
said. 

Russia is*demanding that 
Ukraine pay a higher price for 
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COMPANY'S NANS 


TRADING PREY. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICK 
JD PRICE 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 

CAIRO AMAH BANK 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE HOUSING RANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVE S TMENT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING & INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANE 

JORDAN INVESTMENT A FINANCE BANK 

BEIT BSMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT POft MOUSING 

ANNAN BANK POft INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 

JORDAN pjuFpe .ZNsgrapqc. . . 

Xrab life a accident insurance 

JORDAN GULF INSURANT H 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

ZR8ID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL, HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMEN T 

PETRA ENTRPfUSBS A EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

HAGRINAR1 EQUIP. RENTING & MAZVTEMANCS 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST A C M WPO nC HOTELS 

JgT ANUEEP CONST. MATERIAL HANUFACTURZBD 

TEE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KtEFZNART 

THE INDU STRIAL COMGHClAL k AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
THE PUBLIC KZWINO 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING L HEAVING 

JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DMA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

BRAE INVESTMENT & XNBRMATXOHAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 


LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PBTRO-CHEMXCAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDU S T R IE S 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MAICR/JIMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE G MIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULFBO-OBHICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PZJARM. £ CHEMI CALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AGRX. G FOOD PROD. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


67.600 
26,165 
£6,535 
36,202 
20,696 
26,079 
96,629 

• 9,832 

12,412 
15,500 
6,000 
17,042 
33,429 
6,273 
3,910 
355,043 
24,930 
81B 
4,536 
212 

22.600 
246 

31,644 
2,955 
11,118 
5,054 
2,0SB' 
4,572 
344 
10,071 
13,600 
43,441 
6,353 
13,140 
96, BID 
2,295 
11,420 
473 
5,645 
8,199 
465 
41,425 
10,637 
62,797 
55,610 
945 
13,906 
5,776 
30,856 
35,275 
20,945 
45,195 
126 
8,522 
125,554 
3,962 
7,094 
190 
45.671 


130.000 

4.740 

27.390 

3.750 

3.750 

2.300 

5.500 

4.370 

3.930 
3.100 
6.000 
5.150 
1.700 

3.340 
2.600 
3.730 
3.110 

3.220 
1.73Q 
2-010 
5-650 

2. SOD 
4.400 
1.720 
0.800 
1.170 

1- 320 

2.220 

2.270 
1.560 
4.600 

9.930 
5.640 
9.200 
6.520 

2.550 

3. BIO 
3.090 

22,200 

3.270 
0.760 

10.B50 

3.3B0 

13.580 

1.000 

2.580 

0.690 

5.790 

2- D40 
4.140 
2.580 

14.200 

1.220 

0.620 

7.550 
4-400 
4.050 

1.590 

5.340 


230.000 

4.750 
26.020 

3-770 

3.750 
2.3B0 

5.550 
4.370 
3.940 
3.100 
6.000 

5- 300 
1.720 
3.350 
2.600 
3. BOO. 

:r.no 

3.270 

1- 730 
1.06D 

5.650 
2.460 
4.400 
1.700 
0.000 
1.190 
2.360 

2- 230 

2.290 
1.560 
4.600 

9.900 

5.650 

9.300 

6- 520 

2.550 
3.820 
3.150 

22.500 

3.290 
0.750 

10.850 

3.3B0 

13.650 
1.030 
1.080 
0.690 
5.770 
1.010 
4.140 

2.650 
14.350 

1.260 

0.620 

8-150 

4.400 

4.050 

1.900 

5.300 


130.000 

4-750 

26.020 

3- BOO 
3.760 

2.420 
5.550 

4- 370 
3.940 
3.100 
6.000 

5- 300 
1.740 
3.400 
2.620 
3.850 
3.100 
3.270 
1.720 
1.060 

5.650 
2.460 
4.430 
1.700 
0.B1Q 
1.180 

1- 390 

2- 240 
2.300 
1.880 
4.600 
9.960 
5.660 
9.350 
6.470 
2-550 
3. BOO 
3.150 

22.700 

3.290 

0.780 

10-700 

3.400 

13.650 
1.030 
1.900 
0-710 
5.7B0 
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Slovenia 


to buy oil 

from Iran 


NICOSIA (R) — Slovenia will 
buy 500.000 tonnes of crude oil 
from Iran under a deal signed 
Wednesday, Iran's official news 
agency fRNA reported. 

It said the agreement, signed 
by Slovene Foreign Minister Lo- 
jze Peterle before he ended a 
three-day visit to Tehran, also 
covered joint ventures for build- 
ing oil tankers and power plant 
equipment and Iranian lead ex- 
ports to Slovenia. 

IRNA said Mr. Peterle asked 
to buy 500,000 tonnes of oil per 
year, equivalent to about 10,000 
barrels a day, when be met Iran's 
Oil Minister Gholamreze Aqaz- 
deh Tuesday. 

The agreement envisaged the 
transfer of aluminium industry 
technology to Iran and the open- 
ing of Slovenia's embassy in 
Tehran by June, IRNA said. 

It quoted Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati as 
saying Iran wanted to use 
Slovenia’s expertise m dam con- 
struction, telecommunications 
and other industries. 


Felipe Gonzalez 


Spanish 


premier 


offers plan 


to stimulate 


economy 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez offered 
a multi-billion dollar package of 
emergency measures Tuesday to 
increase public works projects 
and stimulate private investment 
to stem Spain’s 20 per cent unem- 
ployment rate. 


But, speaking in a special par- 
liamentary session, the 50-year- 
old prime minister ruled out ex- 
pansionary fiscal and monetary 
policies to jump start Spain's 
sagging economy. 

Mr. Gonzalez rejected opposi- 
tion calls for unilateral interest 
rate cuts, saying that easing Span- 
ish monetary policy ahead of 
other European countries would 
fuel inflation, undermine Spain's 
competitiveness and eventually 
aggravate unemployment. 

'There’s no miracle answer to 
the economic situation we’re 
going through,” Mr. Gonzalez 
said, noting that Spain's econo- 
mic slowdown was intrinsically 
linked with the decline in growth 
throughout Europe. 

*‘We know from experience 
that any attempt by one Euro- 
pean country to go against, or di- 
verse from the coordinated action 
taken by the other countries is 
condemned to failure,” he said. 

The prime minister said that 
the new stimulative measures 
would not push spending over 
targets the government had get m 
its so-called convergence prog- 
ramme designed to push Spain to 
meet European Community re- 
quirements for monetary union. 

Mr. Gonzalez said the majority 
of the spending increases on in- 
frastructure projects would come 
from EC funds, while the Spanish 
government would foot 20 per 
cent of the bill. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished 3-bedroom apartment with 2 bath- 
rooms, located at Jubaiheh. 

If Interested, please contact 844990 
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CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


*<Vb>4 *4* i #1* v 


Kevin Costner 
and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:3 °- 3:00. &"15. 10:30 p.m. 

Free Car Parking 
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Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


ANOTHER 48 HRS 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


(AL - SITTAT) 


Shows: 1230, 340. 8:30, 10:30 
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NabU A1 Mashtni Theatre 


Tel.: 675571 


For Technical Reasons 
The Shows of the play: 

TA’A WAQA1MEH 
(PANDEMONIUM) 


will stop till furthur notice 


Nabii & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 




Hew World Order 
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Flays continue daily at a:uu p.m. " 
except Saturdays and Sundays 


Happy Feast 
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ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) plagued 
by non-payment of- arrears by 
hard-up members, has suspended 
three defaulting states — Iraq. 
Sudan and Somalia. 

Financial sources in Abu Dha- 
bi, where the AMF, the Arab 
World's main financial institution 
is based, said Wednesday the 
three were notified of the suspen- 
sion on Feb. 21. 

The decision was taken after 
they failed to meet a deadline for 
repaying some of their accumu- 
lated debts of some S775 million 
to the 21-nation fond, the sources 
said. 

“Iraq said its money was 
frozen, there was no country cal- 
led Somalia, and Sudan was eco- 
nomically unable to pay.” said a 
member of the AMF board of 
govemois who declined to be 
identified. 

The AMF said in its 1991 re- 
port, the latest available, that 
arrears that year rose to about 
$590 million accounting for more 
than 40 per cent of lendable 
resources. 

The sources said the board of 
governors decided last March to 
give the three countries and 
Mauritania six months to find a 
way to repay. When that period 
ended, only Mauritania was able 
to pay with a loan obtained from 


the AMF. 

Iraq owed some $235 million in 
principal and interest, Sudan 
some $230 million and Somalia 
SI 10 million, they added. 

AMF officials declined to com- 
ment. 


s 


The AMF said in December it 
had granted Mauritania a $14 
million loan to help finance its 
1993 economic reform program- 
me. It said the loan was agreed by 
the AMF, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 

Bank. 

Hie AMF was set up in 1976 to 
support economic development. 

Early last year it said the de- 
fault by the three countries was 
blocking plans to expand lending 
activity. 

The AMF grants automatic 
loans to developing Arab states 
which do not have arrears with 
the fond to help finance balance 
of payments deficits and boost 
economic reform. 

It extended loans to member 
states worth $783.2 million by the 
end of 1992. 

One source said the suspension 
meant the three countries were 
no longer eligible for AMF loans 
and technical assistance but could 
still apply for credits from AMF 
affiliates such as the Arab Trade 
Finance Programme. 
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British Aerospace reports 
record loss for 1992 


LONDON (R) — British Aerospace PLC has reported a record 1992 
pre-tax loss of £1.2 billion ($1.75 billion) after a £1 billion ($1.46 
billion) write off for the restructuring of its civil aircraft business. 

The deficit was one of the highest British corporate losses on 
record, following a near £1 billion loss for Ford of Britain in 1991. 

“1992 was the most testing year in the company's history,' 
Chairman John Cahill said. 

“Our automotive, construction and property companies were all 
exposed to very harsh economic conditions. However, the defence 
company continued to perform robustly. Although a recovery in 
demand would be helpfol, we are not counting on it. Volume or price 
can only be* of marginal assistance to the group in the short term. 
Only cost-reduction programmes will have a real impact,” Mr. Cahill 
added. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished villa with modem and new furniture. 
Location: Shmeisani - Abdul Jalil Street. 

Call tel. 691463 


SEEKING JOB 


• Excellent English writing skills • Knowledge of fax, telex 
and typing • Male • Foreigner • Wide-ranging work 
experience • Valid Jordanian driving licence. 

If interested, please call 659473 beL: 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. today 


FOR RENT 


Newly furnished apartment in Dahiat A! Hussein - Rabia. 
2 bedrooms, sitting, dining room, salon, 2 bathrooms, 
central heating. 

For information, please call 684896. 

After 18:00 - 823003 




1. A traditional residence located in Fourth Circle area, one 
block from the Prime Ministry, on almost 1.900 sq.m, .'sur- 
rounded by trees. Price JD 425,000. 

2. Deluxe villa in Abdoun. 4 bedrooms, 3 salons etc... Price 
JD 325,000. 

For more details, please call 662386 
from 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. or fax any time 


To members of, 


Jordanian Scandinavian Friendship Afjsociation 

Members of JSFA are kindly reminded to do ‘.heir best to 
attend the annual general meeting which wiM be beid on 
Saturday March 6th, 1993, at 20:00 hrs, at the Royal 
Automobile Club. 


Your support by attending will be greaUy appreciated. 

The Board Of 
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Pinyuuhere In Amman 
‘Ddhav Service 



• The Taste Is Unique 

. ,■ / Gardens St Kuds Comm. Cantor - Yi/beel Grda TbL $ffB5S2 
■7-2 i-. 7t ^‘ C&CJb - Matt to BoyW Automobile Club TeL 817824 
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U.N. seeks entry to wounded 
in eastern Bosnia enclave 


SARAJEVO (R) — The United 
Nations sought passage from re- 
bel Serbs Wednesday for a fleet 
of trucks waiting to enter eastern 
Bosnia and evacuate sick and 
wounded civilians trapped by 
fighting in the Muslim endave of 
Cerska. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said up to 20,000 people 
were believed to be fleeing the 
area, where it said Serbs were 
moving freely and looting homes. 
The radio report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

The U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) said the 
1 1 trucks, driven by Swedish fire- 
men trained in first aid, were 
standing by on the Serbian side of 
the border with Bosnia. 

They left Belgrade at dawn 
after Bosnian authorities told the 
UNHCR that up to 1 ,500 sick and 
wounded Muslims had fled from 
a Serb advance on Cerska to the 
nearby Muslim-held settlement of 
Konjevic Polje and required ur- 
gent evacuation. 

Bosnian Serb leaders have re- 
fused to allow the trucks into the 
area, the target Monday of the 
first U.S. aid airdrops to trapped 
Muslims in eastern Bosnia, unless 
Muslim forces surrender, accord- 
ing to the UNHCR. 

U.N. sources said aid officials 
would meet Serb army chief 
General Ratko Mladic Wednes- 
day to try to break the deadlock. 

"We sent the convoy (to the 
border) because we felt we had to 
get as dose as possible and as 
soon as possible to the people in 
need pending negotiations on 
obtaining passage,** UNHCR 
spokesman Manuel Almeida said 
in Zagreb. 


Cerska has been cut off under 
Serb siege virtually since war 
between Bosnia's Serbs. Muslims 
and ethnic Croats erupted last 
April. 

Bosnian Vice-President Ejup 
Ganic said Muslim soldiers were 
"fighting desperately*' to keep 
routes open for fleeing dvilians 
and were slowing their withdraw- 
al from the area. 

It was impossible to establish 
whether Cerska had fallen. The 
Bosnian Serb army refused all 
comment. It has previously dis- 
missed figures of up to 200,000 
trapped Muslims in eastern Bos-' 
nia as grossly exaggerated. 

“The army headquarters is not 
going to comment on what is 
happening in Cerska or any other 
area during the U.S. humanita- 
rian aid airdrops,’* a senior Bos- 
nia Serb officer told Reuters by 
telephone from army headquar- 
ters at Lukavica. 

Four U.S. C-130 cargo planes 
dropped 20 tonnes of rations and 
medical supplies over Konjevic 
late Tuesday in a third straight 
night sortie from the Rhein-Main 
Airbase in Germany. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Les 
Asp in said the airdrops might 
now be halted at least for the time 
being. 

He said the airdrops were “a 
symbolic effort to try and use 
leverage to get the ground flow of 
humanitarian aid going and in 
that it was a success." 

The UNHCR said it had re- 
ceived unconfirmed reports from 
radio hams that Serb artillery had 
opened fire on Konjevic and 
nearby Muslim-held Srebrenica 
after the airdrop. 

There were no reliable reports 


of any of the latest aid being 
found. 

Bosnian Serbs have bitterly 
criticised the U.S. operation, 
arguing that it will encourage 
Muslims to prolong the conflict m 
the former Yugoslav republic and 
eventually lead to American 
military intervention, a scenario 
Washington rejects. 

While U.N. aid officials have 
welcomed the scheme as a sup- 
plement to more extensive 
ground operations, they ques- 
tioned Mr. Aspm’s assertion that 
the initiative had helped to free 
the flow of land convoys pre- 
viously blocked by the Serbs. 

No U.N .-sponsored land con- 
voys have reached besieged Mus- 
lims since the airdrops — which 
parachuted supplies to Cerska. 
Zepa and Konjevic — began. 

An 11-mick convoy with nearly 
70 tonnes of aid for Gorazde 
which left Belgrade Tuesday was 
supposed to reach the town on 
the same day but had been held 
by 60 kilometres from their in 
Serb-held Podromanija, aid agen- 
cy officials said. 

“We’ve been told (by the 
Serbs) we’re free to- go to 
Gorazde and Zepa but we still 
don’t have any permission to go 
to the famous three — Cerska, 
Srebrenica and Konjevic Folje,*' 
UNHCR official Tony Land said 
in Sarajevo. 

‘Tin not looking for token 
single convoys. I*m looking for 
continuous access," he said. 

The Clinton administration has 
hailed Russia's announced parti- 
cipation in the Bosnian airdrop as 
a milestone of post-cold war 
cooperation. 

“It's very important that they 


participate,” Pentagon spokes- 
man Bob Hall told reporters 
Tuesday. “They have a 
tremendous military capability." 

NATO Secretary General 
Manfred Woemer, after a meet- 
ing with President Bill Clinton, 
also welcomed Russia’s participa- 
tion. “I think dais is a good 
signal," Mr. Woemer told repor- 
ters in the White House drive- 
way. “And from the talks I just 
had, I know that the new admi- 
nistration sees, it the same way." 

NATO, hoping for the key role 
in enforcing an international 
peace plan for Bosnia, sent a 
delegation to the U.N. Wednes- 
day to discuss sensitive problems 
over who exactly would run the 
peacekeeping operation. 

Alliance sources say it is un- 
clear bow the United Nations 
would work with the U.S.-led 
NATO military Command and 
how other countries such as Rus- 
sia or neutrals like Sweden would 
fit in to the operation, once a 
peace agreement is reached. 

The four-man delegation, 
headed by NATO’s top defence 
planner, was due to meet U.N. 
officials later Wednesday. 
Alliance sources said they would 
discuss the difficult — and highly 
political — issues of command 
and control. 

Mr. Woemer said the alliance 
should be given the job and 
seemed to express irritation with 
the United Nations. 

"No one is better placed than 
NATO to steer a complicated 
military operation... who else, 
could do it?" he asked in an 
interview broadcast on German 
television Wednesday. 


Mitterrand 
to seek 

■ 

curb on 

presidential 

powers 

PARIS (AP) — President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand said Tuesday that 
constitutional reforms he will 
propose to the cabinet on March 
10 will include curbs on presiden- 
tial authority to invoke emergen- 
cy powers. 

■ Mr. Mitterrand told French 
media that he will ask that Article 
16 of the constitution be stricken. 
It gives the president exceptional 
powers during a national 


“I preferred a pure and simple 
striking of this article, rather than 
a new version.** Mr. Mitterrand 
told French journalists. 

The powers have been invoked 
only once. By President Charles 
Dc Gualle in 1961 during an 
attempted putsch by French army 
generals opposed to Gen. De 
Gaulle's intention to give Algeria 
independence. 

Mr. Mitterrand's disclosure 
marked the first significant glimp- 
se of a constitutional reform pro- 
cess the president set in motion 
Lut fall in a bid to revive his 
sagging popularity. He said he 
intended to give parliament more 
po'i'ers and trim executive au- 
thor! ty. 

The* Fifth Republic constitution 
in force since Gen. De Gaulle's 
return i*o power in 1958 gives the 
prcsidei.H some of the strongest 
powers iit a Western democracy. 

The pi rsident serves a seven 
year term . appoints and fires 
prime mini.tfers. controls foreign 
and defence policy, and can dis- 
solve pariian wnt at will and call 
fresh elections. 

Under Artk'Je 16. the presi- 
dent, after consultations with the 
prime minister a «d leaders of the 
National AssemMy and Senate, 
may invoke diaat orial powers if 
the nation faces .in immediate 
internal or foreign threat. 

The proposal to &ti*ike the arti- 
cle drew immediate! criticism 
from Alain Juppe, secretary- 
general of the Rally For the 
Republic Party that is Gen. De 
Gaulle's heir. 

"This is a short-view decision. 
We oppose it," Mr. Juppe said. 
‘■Who can say what the situation 
will be like in France in five, 10. 
15 years? Will France never ag,tin 
know exceptional dreum stances? 
No one can say. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who long criti- 
cised Gen. De Gaulle's constitu- 
tion as undemocratic, promised 
to- reform the charier when he 
was opposition leader but made 
tittle effort to do so after his 
election in 1981. 

1 As his popularity slid in recent 
years, Mr. Mitterrand held out 
the carrot of change and finally 
made several proposals last foil to 
the Constitutional Council, 
France’s highest constitutional 
authority. 

Details have not been dis- 
closed, but the president is not 
bdieved to have offered a signifi- 
cant reduction in the presidential 
term, demanded by conservative 
opponents who urge his resigna- 
tion. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


45 Sikh rebels surrender in Punjab 

BATALA, India (AP) — Gumam Singh Jaura has killed 14 
people, fought gun battles with police 10 times, and lived on the 
run changing hideouts every week — for the last six years. But the 
30-year-old Sikh became fed up with his life as a guerrilla 
commander and recently surrendered to police in Batala town, a 
stronghold of the Sikh rebels. On Tuesday, Jaura and 44 other 
militants laid down their weapons at a police ceremony attended 
by 2.000 villagers and police officers, including the state police 
chief, K.P.S. Gill. They did so to avoid being captured or killed 
by police, not because they were offered a deal by the 
government. Mr. Gill said. About 650 guerrillas have given up 
since February 1992 when an elected government took over the 
northern state, ending seven years of largely ineffective federal 
rule, authorities say. 

Peacekeepers arrive on Tajik border 

MOSCOW (R) — A battalion of peacekeeping troops from 
Kyrgyzstan has taken up positions on the troubled border 
between Tajikistan and Afghanistan. ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Wednesday. The battalion is the first of four to be sent to 
reinforce border guards trying to prevent Muslim rebels crossing 
the frontier. TASS did not say when the Kyrguz force arrived. On 
Tuesday, TASS said two Russian border guards were killed in 
fresh dashes in Tajikistan. The guards also have to deal with 
thousands of refugees fleeing a Moody clan conflict rocking the 
Central Asian state. 

Philippine volcano erupts again 

LEGAZPI, Philippines (R) — The Philippine volcano Mayon 
blasted out flaming ash in a new eruption Wednesday as rain 
swept mud and bouldes down its slopes. No casualties were 
reported but relief offidals ordered one road dosed to motorists 
because rivets of mud had made it dangerous. A five-minute 
earthquake rocked the volcano as ft hurled ash and other debris 
one kilometre into the air, volcanologists said. The blast also sent 
rocks left by previous eruptions tumbling four kilometres down 
Mayon's slopes, but the avalanche of debris did not reach villages 
around the mountain, they said. Mayon, which killed 73 people 
when it first exploded into life a month ago. last erupted Monday 
whenit spewed lava, ash and sand. The series of eruptions has 
forced tens of thousands of villagers living within a 10- kilometre 
danger zone to flee their homes. 

2 IRA suspects arrested 

LONDON (R) — Two suspected Irish guerrillas were arrested 
after an apparent battle with police searching for the bombers of 
Harrods Department Store. Police said at least one shot was fired 
by the suspects and one of the two men suffered a head' injury 
during the arrest by anti -terrorist police at a house in north 
London. It was not immediately dear how the head injury 
occurred but a police spokesman said he did not believe officers at 
the scene had opened fire. The men were arrested after a tip-off 
following the release earlier Tuesday of a security video showing 
two men walking near Harrods 30 minutes before a small bomb 
exploded outside the luxury London store in January. Three 
people were injured in the Harrods blast, claimed by the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) as part of their battle to oust Brifain 
from Northern Ireland. 

Support for Miyazawa founders’ 

-TOKYO (R) — Support for scandal-plagued Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa continues to bump along the bottom, with voters 
angry over the faltering economy and lackof political reforms, a 
major newspaper said Wednesday. A nationwide poll of 2.294 
voters published by the Asahi Shimbun newspaper found fewer 
than one in four voters, just 24 per cent, were happy with Mr. 
Miyazawa's cabinet. The figure was fractionally more encourag- 
ing for the government than a poll conducted by the same daiily 
last December when the support rating bit a record low of 20 per 
cent. Mr. Miyazawa’s cabinet was at its mo si popular shortly after 
he took office in November 1991, with an approval rating erf 54 
per cent of people. 

, Russian suicide rate jumps 18% 

M OSCOW ( AP) — Russia's economic turmoil is reflected in its 
late's! demographics, a newspaper reported Tuesday, noting that 
suia'des are up 18 percent ami the population has dropped for the 
first lime since World War II. "It is a direct reflection of the crisis 
in Oui ‘ society." the daily Izvestia wrote in an article based on 
figures from the State Committee For Statistics. "These figures 
are frightening." said a committee expert quoted by the newspap- 
er. A drc.'pping birth rate and a rising mortality rate combined to 
reduce Rasa’s population by 40,000 to 1.40 million, it said. It said 
Russia lost 250,000 people to deaths from unnatural causes — 
including suicide, homicide, infant mortality and accidents’— last 
year alone. 


Vietnam 

rejects 

U.N. 

charges 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — Viet- 
nam Wednesday rejected charges 
by U.N. peacekeepers that ft had 
violated a peace accord by leav- 
ing former soldiers behind in 
Cambodia. 

The accord, signed by Vietnam 
and Cambodia’s four factions in 
1991, says all “foreign forces” 
must be withdrawn from Cambo- 
dia. Vietnam said it met the 
requirement in 1989.. 

The U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tion in Cambodia said Monday it 
found three former Vietnamese 
soldiers, two of whom were serv- 
ing in the army or militia of the 
Vietnamese installed government 
in Phnom Penh. AH three were 
married to Cambodian women 

and bad children by them. 

* 

A statement issued in Phnom 
Penh Wednesday by Vietnam’s 
Foreign Ministry said Vietnam 
was not responsible for the men 
because they had been demobil- 
ised between eight and 10 years 
ago. It interpreted foreign forces 
as people still serving their gov- 
ernments. 



U.S. President BS Cflnton (left) and Vice President 
AI Gore (right) talk with Home Minority leader 


Bob Michel as th^ walk through Statuary Hall in 
the UJS. Capitol (AFP photo) 


Clinton woos sceptical Republicans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — > The 
White House sparred with Repub- 
licans in Congress* over the merits 
of the administration’s economic 
programme even as President Bill 
Clinton was lobbying RepnbKcan 
lawmakers for their support. 

Senate Republican leader Bob 
Dole opened the day with critic- 
ism of Mr. Clinton’s package, 
calling it a tax heavy plan that 
took the wrong approach to cut- 
ting the budget deficit. 

In a quids counterattack, the 
White House pointed out that the 
national debt had quadrupled to 
more than S4 trillion during the 
past 12 years of Republican admi- 
nistrations. 

“Republicans have talked 
tough about deficit reduction but 
the deficit has kept going up," 
White House Press Secretary Dee 
Dee Myers said. “The Republi- 
cans have yet to put forward any 
specific spending cuts.” 

The charges and counter 
charges were a prelude to meet- 
ings on Capitol Hill between Mr. 
Clinton and House and Senate 
Republicans. 

Mr. Clinton was meeting first 


with House Republicans before 
walking across the Capitol to 
lunch with the 43 Republicans in 
the 100 seat Senate. It was Mr. 
Clinton's first visit to Capitol. Hill 
to meet only with Republicans, 
die minority in both die House 
and Senate. 

Perhaps to steel himself for the 
trip into politically hostile terri- 
tory, the president was meeting 
first at die Whit? House with the 
Democratic leadership of Con- 
gress. Asked if be were seeking 
more spending cuts, as the Re- 
publicans urge, Mr. Clinton said, 
“I expect there will be a lot more 
as we go along.” 

Sen. Dole, in a television inter- 
view, said Republicans were will- 
ing to give Mr. Clinton a hearing. 

"There could be” Republican 
support for the plan in the end “if 
he's serious about wanting to 
negotiate,” Sen. Dole said. "We 
are not making an effort to lock 
everybody in. ...He may not have 
die- votes yet on the Democratic 
side." 

Republicans have been saying 
that Mr. Clinton’s programme 


lacks tough spending reductions 
to match the higher taxes be 
wants. 

Meanwhile with an ally in the 
White House for the first time in 
years, gun control advocates are 
pushing hard for national restric- 
tions while getting mixed results 
in state tatties with a gun lobby 
once considered all powerful. 

New Jersey and Virginia are at 
the forefront of die state battles, 
which President Qinton plunged 
into Monday with pointed critic- 
ism of tbe National Rifle Associa- 
tion (NRA). He said the NRA 
and others are “fixated” on de- 
fending the right to bear arms to 
the degree they igrore violent 
crime. 

There is evidence that the 
NRA’s absolute opposition to 
restrictions has caused cracks in 
the organisation's imposing poli- 
tical strength. For example, many 
Virginia lawmakers complained 
about tbe NRA’s absolutism and 
what they considered strong arm 
tactics before adopting a measure 
last week to limit handgun purch- 


Experts: ‘Spread of nuclear weapons 
is world’s worst security problem’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secur- 
ity and trade analysts agreed 
Tuesday that the worst danger 
faring; the United States and the 
world is the possible quoad of 
nudear weapons, but they dis- 
agreed on the country that poses 
tbe biggest threat. 

Fear of Iran, North Korea, and 
tbe spread of former Soviet nuc- 
lear technology topped concerns 
raised at a House Foreign Affairs 
Committee hearing on the prolif- 
eration of nudear, biological and 
chemical weapons. 

Paul Freedenberg, an interna- 
tional trade consultant, said 
Iran's nuclear potential poses the 
greatest threat because of the 
nature of its leaders and the fact 
that it has real enemies in the 
Mideast. 

Leonard Spector, analyst with 
the Carnegie Endowment, said North 
Korea poses a greater threat be- 
cause it bon the verge of having a 
nudear bomb, while Iran’s capa- 
bility may be 8-10 years away. He 
said Soviet weapons held by 
Ukraine also pose a major threat. 

Geoffrey Kemp, also a Carne- 
gie analyst, said the possibility of 
Russian nudear weapons becom- 


ing available on world markets 
poses the No. 1 threat, Iran being 
a posable purchaser with its large 
oil revenue. 

Michael Krepon, of the Henry 
L. Stimson Centre, said the fact 
that experts disagree on where 
the worst threat lies underscores 
the seriousness of the post-cold 
war danger from nudear, chemic- 
al and biological weapons, as well 
as trade in conventional weapons. 

Tbe fact that so many former 
Soviet nudear scientists and en- 
gineers may be lured away tty 
other countries adds to the 
threat,’ he said. 

Tbe panel of witnesses agreed 
that the Clinton administration 
should have more prominent peo- 
ple to deal with tbe nudear prolif- 
eration threat, either in the State 
or Defence Departments or both, 
as wed as the U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency, which 
has lately played only a weak 
role. 

Mr. Freedenberg, former 
under secretary of commerce, 
said that export controls are a 
major means of stemming prolif- 
_ eration, but they pose a dilemma. 

“Controlling the export of Un- 


ited States products and technol- 
ogy costs jobs and stifles growth 
in our most competitive sectors,” 
be told tbe committee. 

He said U.S. export growth has 
been particularly strong to China, 
India, the Pacific rim and the 
Middle East, where there also is a 
market for weaponry. 

"Haphazard liberalisation of 
export controls in order to take 
advantage of these growth poses 
clangers of proliferations and the 
erosion of U.S. strategic super- 
iority," he said. 

But Mr. Freedenberg said in- 
ternational cooperation can lead 
to an enhancement of U.S. ex- 
port competitiveness while still 
protecting U.S. security and fore- 
ign interests. 

So far, however, he said non- 
proliferation rules have been 
“overlapping and confusing,” 
with most exporters ill equipped 
to make judgments based on the 
vague Oandflfffk- 

The result is “the worst of two 
worlds,” he said, with cautions 
American companies losing pro- 
fits and other countries still able 
to obtain weapons technology or 
products from other sources. 


Yeltsin says foreign, military confusion harmful 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin Wednesday 
said a lack of dear-cut military 
and foreign policy guidelines was 
helping to destabilise Russia, 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported. 

Mr. Yeltsin told tbe country’s 
Security Council that Moscow 
could brook no further delay in 
working out new policies. 

“Lagging behind with military' 
and foreign poficy doctrines is 
working towards tbe destabilisa- 
tion of Russia and provoking a lot 
of political speculation,'* the 
agency quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
telling the dosed meeting. 

“As long as This question re- 
mains unsolved there will be no 
systematic character to our inter- 
national actions or to the realisa- 
tion of Russia's national in- 
terests,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin and parliamentary 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov 
are engrossed in a power struggle 
which has effectively paralysed 
the country. 

Ministers are also having to 
fend off attacks from hardliners 
who accuse the government erf 
abandoning foreign and military 
policy in its haste to become a 
lapdog of the West. 

In particular, they have sav- 
aged the derision to withdraw 
troops from the Eastern Europe 
and moves to coordinate foreign 
policy with Washington. 

“The danger is that apart from 
making groundless criticisms of 
what we're doing, people arc 
talking more and more about the 
strategic goals of tbe political 
leadership of Russia and other 
questions," Mr. Yeltsin told the 

Security Council. 

The Foreign Ministry last 
month presented parliament with 
a blueprint of policy priorities 


which said currying favour with 
the West was one of the main 
weaknesses of the recent past. 

The document, which repre- 
sented a sharp change of outlook 
by the ministry, strongly hinted 
Moscow favoured regaining the 
superpower status it lost when the 
Soviet Union collapse. 

It echoed opposition claims, 
which the ministry used to dismiss 
out of hand, that Russia should 
remain a dominant power in the 
former Soviet Union as well as in 
Eastern 'Europe. 

“As long as we do not have a 
foreign policy concept and a 
military, doctrine, we will have to 
adopt a defensive position. The 
Russian Armed Forces have nev- 
er behaved in that way, only 
staying in defence,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

No one was available in Mr. 
Yeltsin's press office to clarify bis 
comments on the armed forces. 

The Security Council, was 
formed last year to oversee all 
issues concerning Russia’s exter- 
nal and internal security. 

Interfax News Agency said the 
beads of the armed forces, the 
chief of the Foreign Intelligence 
Service as well as the ministers of' 
foreign affairs, defence, security 
and justice were present at 
Wednesday’s meeting.. 

m 

One area of combined foreign 
and military policy which is cur- 
rently bothering Moscow is a 
major row with Ukraine over 
who controls former Soviet nuc- 
lear weapons on Ukrainian soiL 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev Tuesday said there 
would be no point in further 
Russian offidals say tbe 176 
strategic missiles stationed- in 
Ukraine should be transferred to 
Moscow’s jurisdiction from the 


Commonwealth of Independent 
States and be part of Russia’s 
nuclear arsenal. 

Ukraine says they should stay 
under Commonwealth command 
fait that .Kiev should exercise 
“administrative control," or re- 
sponsibility for troop units at 
nudear sites. 

Meanwhile, Russia's Baltic 
Fleet will cut its numerical 
strength by 39 per cent eventually 
and will start removing ships from 
the three Baltic states this year, a 
naval commander said in remarks 
published Tuesday. 

Baltic Fleet Commander 
Admiral Vladimir Yegorov told 
die Krasnaya Zvezda (Red Star) 
military newspaper that the fleet 
will soon withdraw outdated mis- 
sfle submarines and some modern 
ones from Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia. 

“All in all, we anil have to 
withdraw hundreds of units from 
tbe Baltic states," Adm. Yegorov 
told tiie newspaper. “But the 
fleet will remain a normal combat 
ready structure with.two naval 
bases in Baltik and Kronstadt." 

He said the entire fleet will 
shrink by 39 per cent in the long 
term, but did not say when this 
would happen. 

The Baltic Reel has about 
40,000 to 60,000 servicemen, 
according to Cmdr. Geoffrey 
Dryant of the London-based In- 
ternational Institute for Strategic 


Adm. Bryant said that West- 
era experts have been hearing for 
eight to nine months that the 
Baltic Fleet would be reduced by 
some 35 per cent. He said the 
fleet has 17 submarines. 

Adm. Yegorov told Krasnaya 
Zvezda that the fleet should not 


leave its bases in the Estonian 
capital of Tallinn and the Latvian 
ports of Riga and Liepaya. before 
building new port facilities and 
housing in Baltik. . 

A fade of housing for Russian 
servicemen returning from the 
former Soviet republics and East- 
ern Bloc countries after the 
Soviet collapse has delayed their 
withdrawal. 

In the interview, Adm. Yegor- 
ov praised Lithuania, calling it 
the Baltic state with the “most far 
sighted policy" in addressing the 
issues of the Baltic Fleet on its 
territory. 

In September, Lithuania sug- 
gested building housing for fami- 
lies of Russian servicemen leav- 
ing the republic in exchange for 
vessels and equipment from the 
Baltic Fleet. 

Lithuania’s Deputy Foreign 
Munster Voldemaras Katkns said 
his country would build housing 
for 10,000 people in Russia's Bal- 
tic enclave of Kaliningrad over 
IVi years. In exchange, Lith uania 
would receive two torpedo boats, 
two small antisubmarine ships, a 
repair base and armaments. 

Adm. Yegorov also applaaded 
Lithuania’s policy of allowing 
Russian sailors to privatise their 
apartments on its territory. 

"One such step by Latvia and 
Lithuania would be enough to 
»Ive many problems,” Adm. 
Yegorov said. “Bat they haven’t 
made this step." 

He added that he regrets sur- 
rendering the former Red Army’s 

b«t Baltic naval bases to the now 
“dependent Baltic states. 

I reel bitter about losing price - 
Jess assets built by many genera- 
tion trf people, but such is life " 
be said. 


Simon, Garfunkel 

perform in charity 

concert '■> 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - S^on 
and Garfunkel played W**®® 
Sounds Of Silence and Bridge 
Over Troubled Water in a be° e ^ 
that raised $1 million for the Lx* 
Angeles children’s health project- 

NeU Young also 
Steve Martin offered, comedy oe 
tween sets. Celebrities in the 
audience included Jack N’chol- 
son. Alec Baldwin, Kim 
and David Crosby. Tickets «»t 
$100 to $500. “You’ve done your 
part — now it’s up to us. Paul 
Simon told the crowd as he intro- 
duced Young, who opened the ? 
show at the Dorothy Qiandler 
Pavilion. Simon and Art uar- 
funkel — in a rare reunion per- 
formance — joined Young to sing 
Helpless, blending their smooth 
harmonies with Young’s thin, 
haunting voice. Youngsat in on 
Sounds Of Silence. The Chil- 
dren’s health project is a travell- 
ing programme for homeless 
youngsters already established in 
several other cities. It was orga- 
nised by the Children’s Health 
Fund, created in 1987 by Simon 
and a doctor. Simon and Gar- 
funkel broke up over personal 
and professional differences 
shortly after winning a Grammy 
in 1970 for Bridge Over Troubled 
Water. They reunited in 1980 for 
a concert in New York's Central 
Park and again in 1983. 

Former Indonesian 
first lady released 
from jail 

ASPEN. Colo. (AP) — Former 
Indonesian first lady Dewi Sukar- 
no, who slashed the face of a 
fellow jet setter, is a free woman 
again and says she enjoyed her 36 
days in Jail. She now has 30 days 
to leave the country because the 
conviction violated her immigra- 
tion status. While she was proces- 
sed out of the jail Monday, a 
limousine driver carried out six 
loads of clothes and other person- 
al items. She described her jail 
stay as “a precious experience." 

“I will treasure it tbe rest of my 
life;” Mrs. Sukarno said as she 
left the Pitkin County Jail Mon- 
day. “I liked it immediately from 
the first day. ...I'm going to miss 
my life in jail. It was great." Mrs. 
Sukarno, 52, received 24 days off 
her 60 day sentence for good 
behaviour. During her sentence 
she also performed 100 hours of 
court-ordered community service 
at the Aspen Centre for Environ- ) 
mental Studies and St. Mary's 
Catholic Church. 

Mad dogs and 
Englishman 

ED ALE, England (R) — Police 
trying to recover a dead man’s 
body from his house killed 11 
dogs and eight cats with drugged 
meat posted through the letter- 
box. More than 30 furious 
canines were guarding the body 
of Leo Brown after he died of a 
heart attack in this central En- 
glish village. His wife could not 
handle the animals and calWt the 
police, who said the dogs were 
trained to be vicious. Tranqujlis- 
in meat were over-dfective. “The 
dose was too much for them, and 
some of the dogs died, and subse- 
quently eight of the cats... but for 
tne bigger dogs, it just made them 
a bit woozy (sleepy),” police said. 
Four cats and 22 dogs survived. 

Now where did I 
put those forceps? 

^ A oid K 'R? (R) “~ The fami ‘y of 

Sw ? WOman who died 
I?? a B^ktone operation were 

l? C0nd shock ^en they 
JS* 3Shes ~ inside ^re 

yjSf of forceps. The director of 
™£I aS,t ?^ son B Hospital in 

33SS* 4 

555 ft firfd 
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